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of index. $2.00. Available from the Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship, 1444 North 
Astor, Chicago 10, Illinois and 30 St. Mary, 
Toronto 5, Ontario. 


This book has been designed for 
undergraduates faced with the prob- 
lems of Biblical criticism particularly 
in relation to the documentary theory 
and the so-called “inconsistencies” of 
the Old Testament. In dealing with the 
Pentateuch, the writcr of course also 
treats the major problems affecting the 
remainder of the Old Testament. 


While the book does not give all the 
answers to questions that may be 
raised in class, it does classify the an- 
swers into helpful, general categories. 
In other words, there is sufficient ma- 
terial under each heading to show the 
claims of the critical theory as having 
little foundation in fact. Moreover, the 
book deals with specific instances so 
completely that even a student who has 
not the advantage of knowing the lan- 
guage of the original manuscripts will 
be enabled to handle similar problems 
not covered here. 


This volume will be particularly 
helpful to students who have courses 
in history, philosophy, or religion. 
Aalders believes in the full divine in- 
spiration, integrity, and authority of 
the Scriptures, and writes from that 
point of view. 


(Continued on page 21, column 1) 
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~ BY EDWARD JOHN CARNELL 
ea SO MUCH of our attention has been diverted places in the world. Formerly it was only the globe- 
by the problems of the A-bomb, hydrogen energy, the trotter who was privileged to ransack the earth’s treas- 
spread of communism, and the looming threat of World ures. Now it is possible for every person to be as near 
War III, we may be tempted to neglect the other im- to the pulse of reality as the penetrating eye of the 
portant ways in which our civilization is in the process television camera. The portability and economy of radio 
of change. And not the least of the changes is happening have been electronically wedded to the vividness, direct- 
within the science of communications: FM, facsimile, ness, and fascination of the movies. 
and television. And the greatest of these is television. A Christian ought to be concerned with the new 
Were it not for the more lethal potentialities of atomic medium as a matter of plain stewardship. “The earth 
power, we could well speak of our entering the “age of is the Lord’s and the fulness thereof.” This is the motto 
television” rather than the “age of atomic energy.” which should guide the interests of the Christian. There 
Good ideas can be much more powerful than physical is no conceivable area in life where Christian thankful- 
force. Video has this ability to communicate ideas. ness is not appropriate. It is a sin to be ungrateful or 
ie es einai neimrediniiamie apathetic. The limitless powers of television, both for 
making this earth pleasanter and our growth in Christ 
Television may revolutionize family habits. By simply richer, should be a matter of deep concern for every 
turning a plastic knob, the TV “gawker” can be whisked Christian. If the unbeliever is allowed to claim the new 


from his home to tramp the most distant, adventurous 
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rightfully and properly belongs tb Jesus Christ. 

Christian concern would be incomplete, however, if 
it did not rise to its full height and sense the threats for 
evil in video. If Hollywood and Broadway have done so 
much to secularize the manners and morals of the 
nation, will not a stand for God be more difficult when 
every home becomes a theater and every parlor a Times 
Square? The Christian who sees the good in television 
must constantly bear in mind that an efficiency for good 
in a mixed society carries along with it an efficiency for 
evil. The knife which cuts bread can also sever the 
child’s veins. Alertness must characterize our approach 
to the new medium. 


TV CAN HELP MAKE US SMILE 


Among the primary positive contributions that tele- 
vision can make to our culture is that of teaching us 
relaxation through entertainment. We are living in an 
“aspirin age” of rush, fear, and turmoil. Unless men 
learn to relax now and then, they will face the threats 
of pessimism, and alas, suicide. Laughter is an escape 
valve. It releases the pent-up pressures of our nerves. 
reconditioning our wills for new ventures and victories. 


The Christian must not underestimate his need for 
relaxation. Not only is he under the social pressures 
of the day, as are all men, but he is conscious of the 
colossal warfare which goes on between good and evil. 
knowing that the issues involved in its outcome are 
nothing short of life and death. He may be more tense 
than others, therefore, “weeping night and day with 
tears” for the souls of men, as did the Apostle Paul. 
Christ wept over Jerusalem. 


Christian students especially must learn to relax. 
While it would probably be extremely unwise to have a 
television set in a dormitory room (for the distraction 
would tend to rob the individual of precious time 
needed for study), students must quickly come to terms 
with the principle that either one learns to laugh and 
relax or he will suffer social and personality losses or 
even the deterioration of his own physical and mental 
health. The art of relaxation must be cultivated as sys- 
tematically as that of either rapid reading or concen- 
tration before an examination. 


There is no hour in the history of Western culture 
when the masses of the people need personal relaxation 
more than now. We stand on the brink of chaos. Enter- 
tainment through television cannot finally substitute 





A life yielded to God means accepting the will 
of God in principle, and submitting to it in 
practice—Ruth Paxson 
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for peace in Jesus Christ, indeed; but it can keep a 
person sufhciently balanced to make the overtures of the 
gospel possible. Television can assist in this program of 
relaxation while we live in a dangerous and fearful age. 


PROFESSOR TO THE MASSES 


When a student enrolls in a university, he generally 
feels his egoistic security increase. He senses that he is 
now in on the know-how of life. His savoir faire is 
pleasantly accented. He is gaining perspective. The 
weight of the load of ignorance is being cast off. His 
heart grows light as this burden rolls away. 


What the student must not forget, however, is that 
all men, like himself, long for this feeling of security. 
And television is the first really practical medium to be 
a professor to the masses of people. The proverbial 
“John Q. Public” cannot sit still long enough to master 
the quantum theory or ponder the implications of 
Aristotle’s metaphysics; but his indolence does not 
cancel out an eagerness to be in on the same old know- 
how. He wants to learn. So, he devours the movies, the 
radio, magazines, the newspaper—everything which 
brings in a new feeling of security. Television will be 
the chairman of the department in this university, for 
it can duplicate and surpass whatever the other mediums 
can boast. It is the perfect answer for the masses. 


The temptation of the student who has risen above the 
battle of the crowds to gain an education is to think of 
himself as occupying some sort of a privileged social 
place, as if he may now justifiably look down on the 
“rabble” which dig coal and wait on tables for a living. 
He had best not be hasty in his pride, however, for the 
security which he enjoyed as a student was made pos- 
sible by the laboring classes which ran drill presses and 
manned elevators. Christianity dictates, therefore, that 
one should gladly give a glass of cool water to those 
who thirst. The man on the street wants to feel his 
worth. He craves to know. Television can help him make 
this sociological adjustment. 


But there is more to the issue than appears on the 
surface. History shows that one of the first symptoms 
of social revolution is discontentment among the masses. 
When the proletariat classes seethe in unrest, they 
hecome a perfect prey for the whip of a dictator. 
Democracy can succeed only when a healthy social mind 
responds with sensitivity and contentment to the obli- 
gations of individual leadership and initiatve placed 
upon it in a free society. TV may go a long way toward 
increasing this peace among the masses. 


With a good quantity of skill and artistry a Christian 
telecaster can bring Christ into the home for the poor 
and the needy, thus converting every home into a 
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church. But the telecast must be good, for the new 
medium is highly competitive. 


SECULARIZATION: A SWORD OF DAMOCLES 


Since the reader can supply for himself the other 
endless ways in which television can render positive 
values, let us pass on to the major threats of TV, which 
might be overlooked by those in the world. 

Almost any good may become an evil when taken to 
excess. From this it follows that the good of television 
in entertainment may (and has already) become an evil 
by giving men the impression that, through a perpetual 
round of entertainment features, the best in them is 
being accented. Video threatens to make Hollywood 
and Broadway so glamorous and attractive that men 
may conclude that the end of life is not “to glorify 
God and to enjoy him forever,” as the catechism puts 
it, but “to glorify wine, women, and song,” as the 
world puts it. 

The secular is the worldly—not so much in a vicious 
sense, but worldly by being materialistic, unspiritual. 
TV may secularize our culture by narcotizing men into 
thinking that the vitalities for which Christ lived and 
died are far less important than seeing “Gorgeous 
George” knock his opponent’s head on the floor. Chris- 
tians who have video sets testify to the power that this 
parlor Cyclops has over them. One movie follows an- 
other, one crime picture another, one puppet show 
another, one ballet another, until the evening is gone 
and no time has been reserved to read God’s holy Word 
and cultivate those things which keep man from being 
simply an animal. Prepare for it: TV is a greedy mon- 
ster—KEither master it or it will master you! 


When man no longer cultivates a personal initiative 
to develop the true, good, and beautiful, he is but a 
mass of protoplasm, a featherless biped, perhaps—but 
not Homo sapiens. \t is a simple fact of history that 
television found its earliest home in the tavern. (Chris- 
tians should not press this argument too far, however, 
since the first sets were too expensive for private 
homes.) The reason this atmosphere of fleshly serenity 
enjoys having television around is that, carefully 
screened, TV will send out a steady flow of pictures 
which make absolutely no moral demands upon the 
televiewer. The pictures are not wicked per se. No. 
Their sin is more subtle than that. They just tell a man 
to relax and take his ease, to be an animal rather than a 
child of God. Present television offerings are a glut of 
frivolity—-as incarnated in Milton. Berle, the number 
one TV king. The wedding on roller skates, the ancient 
Hopalong Cassidy, the professional wrestling—all seek 
to give men the impression that one can have final 
happiness in life apart from Jesus Christ. 
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SATAN'S DART: THE LUST OF THE EYE 


One cannot read the Bible through without discover- 
ing that sins of morality rank high in the roster of evils 
which have plagued man since fallen Adam and Eve 
discovered their nakedness. Satan uses sex as one of the 
casiest ways to pierce the moral resistance of the chil- 
dren of God. King David, for example—though he was 
the prototype of Jesus Christ and penned psalms of 
religious piety which have become a model for all 
generations—lusted after Bathsheba and sinned. Adul- 
tery led to lying and lying to murder. And all for want 
of control over the passions. 

Television has already bowed into the parlor of the 
homes of the land by introducing a chorus of Bath- 
shebas and daughters of Herodias to dance before the 
lustful eyes of men and women. Old films, taken before 
even the Hays Office was created, are pouring into the 
home. Witness the “nude in the living room” contro- 
versy over such productions as The Sheik and Son of 
the Sheik. Suggestive vaudeville, fresh from the foot- 
lights of the nearest legitimate theater, is beamed into 
the home for all to focus on. 

The result of this is a vast insidious conquest of the 
hearts of men and women. Formerly one advertised by 
speaking of the mechanical virtues of an automobile. 
That method is passé on television, however. Now a 
scantily dressed girl, borrowed from the nearest models’ 
school, emerges from the trunk of the car and, winking 
before the camera with a gay Lothario behind her nod- 
ding assent, assures all the televiewers that they too 
will be “very elite and chic” to buy such a car. 

State capitals are humming today with debate over 
the problems rising out of the new wave of sex crimes. 
But in all this fuss and flurry, one has to use a micro- 
scope to find any concern for the real root of the 
trouble. What can the nation expect from its young 
men when the flesh is kept shimmering before them 
night and day, beckoning them to partake? Sexual 
laxity is defined as almost normal in this pragmatic 
culture. Hollywood has long thrived on “cheesecake” 
(leg art) for its rain of dollars from a lustful nation; 
but when a public medium turns to the same sort of 
“fifth column” of the morality of our culture, it is time 
that Christian vigilance be aroused. When the moral 
fiber of a people is cut, decay inevitably sets in and a 
culture is doomed. The “decline of the West” may be a 
“disintegration of the West” if trends continue. 


CHILDREN: A SPECIAL CATEGORY 
Students who have followed carefully the social ef- 
fects of television may have noticed that early TV 
initiative has arisen, not from Christian Teleleagues (1 
suggest this name in my book on video as a rallying 
(Continued on page 6, column 1) 
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HIS commends this article— 
presenting another point of view 
on the Bible Study Helps 
question—for your careful 
reading and discussion. 


A COUPLE of: summers ago, I heard an exceedingly dull 
sermon by a young chap who seemed to think he made 
up in gusto what he lacked in theological insight. And 
because he gave every indication of great personal 
pleasure in his homiletical endeavors, curiosity got the 
best of me, and | determined to try a bit of tactful 
querying. 

“It’s a job getting a good sermon together, isn’t it?” 
I said. 

“Oh, no,” he answered, “if you really love the Lord, 
you never have any trouble getting a sermon.” Then he 
pointed to his Bible, and added, “There's a sermon on 
every page of this Book!” 

To which I agreed, plus saying, “But sometimes it 
takes real work to dig out the truths God has for us.” 

Almost as though he pitied me for my ignorance of 
the ways of spiritual understanding, he said, “Not if 
the Holy Spirit is your teacher, Brother. The Lord told 
Moses to open his mouth, and He’d fill it. The Lord is 
just as able today.” 

I turned away. 

Now if the Holy Spirit is your teacher, Brother . . .” 

Think of it! All you do is open the Bible, read, and 
a celestial spotlight instantaneously reveals to you the 
deep treasures of spiritual truth! 

But is it that simple? 

Face the issue point-blank. Do you dare to say, “The 
Holy Spirit is my teacher?” Can you come to the Word 
of God with a mystical sense of know-how imparted by 
heaven itself? Or do you often find yourself quagmired 
in scriptural problems which you can’t seem to under- 
stand? 

Frankly, it’s a dangerous thing to say, “The Holy 
Spirit is my teacher,” unless by: that you acknowledge 
your own human limitations. It’s one thing to diligently 
search the Scriptures, “comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual,” and quite another to be able to open the 
Bible at random and, presto-chango, understand what 
you find. 
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Yet don’t go off the deep end on the other side of the 
dock. The Holy Spirit can be your teacher. He wants to 
be your teacher. In fact, He must be your teacher if 
you ever expect to be an approved student of the Holy 
Book. 

But how to go about it? 

Well, how did we get the Bible in the first place? 
God could have sent it to us, ready-written, in some 
angelic chariot, but instead, He chose an even more 
exciting means. “For the prophecy came not in old 
time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake 
as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

What kind of man? As was true with Elijah, they 
were “men of like passions,” pretty much the same 
as you. 

So what does that prove? The Holy Spirit gave the 
Word to these chosen authors. Then that same Holy 
Spirit can give me full understanding of all truth. 
That’s about the way my preacher friend would put it. 

Maybe it’s about time | get to what I’m driving at. 
My personal conviction is that the accumulation of 
spiritual truth is like the fitting of a fine mosaic. Bit 
by bit, from many competent sources, I can learn the 
deep things of the Word of God. 

Which is just another way of saying that I delight 
in my library of expository books on the Holy Scrip- 
tures. With my open Bible, plus a half-dozen or so 
volumes of concentrated commentary on the subject 
1 wish to pursue, I can launch out on seas of great 
blessing. 

What’s more, I believe the method is soundly scrip- 
tural. I'll go a step farther. With a desk full of good 
volumes of exposition, plus my study Bible, I’m all set 
to say, “The Holy Spirit is my teacher!” 

You see, the thing that thrills:me about my salvation 
is that—a hundred years ago or a hundred miles away 

people I’ve never met have had the same spiritual 
experience I’ve had. That’s the work of the Holy Spirit! 

I realize, though, that while the basic experience is 
absolutely the same, many times the Word has minis- 
tered in unusual ways. 

And as this is true in salvation, it is also true in 
growth—which, of course, takes place only as we pass 
from the milk to the meat stage in Bible study. Because 
of human limitation, I can’t possibly hope to experience 
all that there is to be had from God here on earth. Not 
personally. But I can add vicarious experiences to my 
own profit by learning the blessings of others. 


Same Lord, understand. But it’s the people, mortals 
awaiting the liberation of immortality, who differ. 

Now my growth as a Christian doesn’t necessarily 
depend on how much of the Bible I read in any given 
time. I once took a college Bible course in which we 


HIS, MAY, 1950 7 


were required to read through the Bible in one semester. 
I read through, all right, but I read rapidly and often 
with my thoughts far astray. 

Rather, then, it’s the vitality I get from a portion of 
Scripture which contributes to my spiritual growth. 
Better understand one verse than read, without under- 
standing, an entire chapter. ; 

1 get this understanding by making available to my 
knowledge rich truths the Holy Spirit has revealed to 
competent scholars down through the years of Christian 
history. 

“So you plagiarize?” | can hear the young preacher 
say. 

Not at all. The burden of my heart is to “get wis- 
dom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” 

Take a budding M.D. as an example. Now if he 
wanted to, he could transport his methods of securing 
medical knowledge back to the days of Hippocrates. 
Trial and error. This didn’t work, so maybe this will. 
Hardly a competent method, when med school libraries 
today are crammed with information that has already 
been proved on operating tables and in laboratories of 
generations gone. 

So what does the student do? He secures all the 
available knowledge he can find, then adds to it his 
own discoveries—discoveries made possible by the in- 
formation he got the easier way. Because he'll sterilize 
his instruments when he begins practice, will you accuse 
him of plagiarizing Louis Pasteur? 

The same holds true in Bible study. 

Paul says “we see through a glass darkly.” At best, 
our knowledge of the Word of God can only be utterly 
finite. But we can bolster our understanding of Scrip- 
ture through assimilation, and then—using what others 
have found—go on into the Word to make our own 
discoveries. 

We'll make them, too! What young Christian, zealous 
for God, hasn’t been thrilled to find in the Scriptures 
something that became personalized in a vital way! He 
discovered it himself, through the illuminating guidance 
of the Holy Spirit. 

I’ve had experiences like that. | remember one in 
particular. | had been studying a portion of Scripture 
quite diligently, when—all of a sudden—God showed 
me something I had never seen before. It was wonder- 
ful. It was of the Holy Spirit! It was mine! 


Sometime later, while reading in a commentary cov- 
ering this text, | found that a Matthew Henry of an- 
other generation said the very same thing. Was I 
discouraged? Not in the least! I was thrilled that God 
had let me see for myself what this great scholar had 
seen or, perchance, what he had discovered through 
reading somebody else’s comments! 








So banish from your thinking any idea that study 
helps are only for unimaginative, or “uninspired,” 
preachers. It is said that when William R. Newell wrote 
his great volume on Romans, he used a circular table 
on which he spread a great array of books on the same 
subject. When seeking light on some particular passage, 
he would circle the table, going from book to book. 
Doubtless many of his rich thoughts, while distinctly 
William R. Newell, were given rise by the thoughts 
of another. 

True, you need discernment. And discernment isn’t 
something you find in books. It’s a mixture of common 
sense and, more important, earnest prayer. “Does any 
of you lack wisdom? Let him ask of God.” 

Excellent idea. In fact, some of the greatest Bible 
teachers of all time—many of whom were led of God 
to publish their findings—used the same method as an 
aid to their library work! END 





THE CHRISTIAN AND TELEVISION 
(Continued from page 3) 


term for Christian televiewers who are concerned to 
make a collective impact), but from parent and teacher 
organizations concerned over the initial effects that tele- 
vision is having on the minds of children. 

There is a good basis for this concern. The mind of 
the child. unlike that of the adult, is open to swift 
growth. The child’s ideals are being set. Its patterns of 
behavior are forming. Children are little blotters. And 
when television is at the finger tip of the child and the 
world of entertainment becomes his world, it is easy to 
see why alarm is spreading over the overstimulation 
found among the little ones in a television age. Not only 
do they wear cowboy suits to school, but they live and 
breathe and have their being in this make-believe world 
of entertainment. Christians can finish this paragraph 
by reflection on what the inevitable results on the next 
generation may be when the finer sides of spiritual 
things are permitted to die in favor of passive entertain- 
ment. The loss is not confined to the dwarfing of the 
esthetic faculties in the child—although we shall reap a 
generation of esthetic degenerates if trends continue— 
but also there is the tragic loss of the soul. Only that 
person who succeeds in breaking his service to mammon 
is in a position to serve the living Master. 

Christians who own television have already found out 
what a challenging task they face. In one home it was 
testified, for example, that the child would far rather 
take a hard spanking every night than be deprived of 
his television movie. 

I offer the following advice to all: Do not even think 
of putting a television set into your home until you 
have first conquered your own will. Unless you are 
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willing to meet the price of self-discipline, set your 
affections elsewhere. 


WHAT SHALL WE DO ABOUT IT? 


It will do neither to collapse on the floor at the 
thought of television, on the one hand, nor to snivel at 
the mere thought of the medium’s having any problems, 
on the other. The line of solution is somewhere between 
the fanatic who sees nothing but evil in it and the 
blinded individual who sees nothing but good. We live 
in a mixed society, and out of mixture, mixture alone 
can come. 


Each individual must be firmly persuaded in his own 
mind, for he alone will give an answer to God for what 
he personally has done with this new invention. He 
should take careful inventory of his time, his interests, 
his weaknesses. Television is certain to be as common 
tomorrow as radio is today. But because some overlook 
the threats of TV, that does not mean that the Christian 
ought; nor does it mean that because some see only evil 
in the medium, that such is the course that a healthy- 
minded Christian ought to take. Keep your balance. 


There is one word which must characterize our times: 
vigilance. One can no more finally prevent the inroad 
of the new communication mediums in our culture than 
could the medieval mind finally resist the Renaissance. 
Each generation must face new changes. The social and 
cultural innovations which ride on the crest of the fluid 
front of history may be reckoned with, but they cannot 
be prevented. The Christian will be free from the blood 
of television, therefore, only when he firmly takes a 
stand between a blind complacency and an offensive 
negativism. The rule of the Christian life is healthy 
and balanced: Whether we eat or drink (or watch 
television) we are to do all to the glory of God with 
thanksgiving. END 


ABOUT THE ARTICLE 


Theologian Carnell, who won Eerdmans’ Evangelical 
Book Award with his Introduction to Christian Apolo- 
getics, has demonstrated his versatility by producing 
his second book in quite another field. In Television— 
Servant or Master (196 pages, $2.50), of which this ar- 
ticle is a digest, Carnell attempts “to sum up what ap- 
pear at this moment to be the major virtues and vices 
of television” (from the preface). The book was pub- 
lished this year by Wm. B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 
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| WAS AFRAID, and went and hid thy talent in the 
earth” (Matthew 25:25). You are afraid, and—? And 
what? Are you paralyzed when faced with responsibil- 
ity, taking refuge in inaction, unwilling for the disci- 
pline of protracted effort? 

“There came a great fear on all: and they glorified 
God, saying—* (Luke 7:16). A great fear came on you, 
and—? And what? Did your words, when in the shadow 
of “a great fear” glorify God, or did they bear false 
witness, and betray the paganism of your heart? 

‘“‘We were sore afraid of our lives ... and have done 
this thing” (Joshua 9:24). “This thing” was a deliber- 
ate scheme of lies and deceit. What would it be in your 
case? Remember, terror is not a work of grace. In 
“saving your life’—literal or figurative—have you sold 
yourself into bondage? If so, you will find the clanging 
of your chains more hopeless than the knell of death 
itself. 

“When he saw the wind... he was afraid; and 
beginning to sink, he cried—” (Matthew 14:30). When 
your fear brings sinking—of heart or mind, of courage 
or endeavor—what do you do? Do you cry, “Lord save 
me?” If not, you will soon be plumbing the depths. 

“And Saul said ... I feared the people, and obeyed 
their voice” (I Samuel 15:24). “Feared the people.” Is 
this your plausible excuse for disobedience? Behind 
the barrage of excuse, the truth awaits your confession, 
“I feared to lose my popularity, and took the line of 
least resistance.” 

“Fear fell on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus 
was magnified” (Acts 19:17). Fear, physical or moral, 
is contagious—the most contagious of all emotions. 
What happens in your crowd when “fear falls on you 
all?” Is the Lord Jesus magnified because you are 
there? 

“I was afraid, and fell upon my face” (Daniel 8:17). 
Perhaps, like Daniel, you have been delivered from the 
fear of man. The lions in the way now hold no terrors 
for you. But, have you ever known that fear which—at 
the coming of a word from the Most High God—bows 
itself with covered face, even to the ground, in rever- 
ence, in awe, and in worship? —‘COMES” 
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= o£! Welcome to Hawaii!” Big grins and a 
deluge of flower leis and kisses cascaded upon me as | 
stepped off the Pan-American Clipper into the waiting 
crowd at the Honolulu airport. For a confused moment 
I thought they had mistaken me for some mainland 
celebrity expected on the same flight, but the greeters 
assured me the welcome was for me. Among them were 
Christian workers, church people, and students from the 
high school and university. The heartiness and warmth 
of this initiation into Hawaiian life began an affection 
which grows deeper the longer I stay. 

Reading travel folders on the “Paradise of the Pa- 
cific,” one can’t help wondering if Hawaii could be 
that wonderful. But, surprisingly enough, Hawaii 
largely lives up to its highly touted reputation. The 
waters surrounding the Islands are truly breathtaking 
in their brilliant greens and deep blues; flowers, exotic 
shrubbery, coconut palms grow in an abundance that 
satisfies even this critical Californian; surf-riders. lei- 
sellers, and money divers actually do exist and add that 
touch of color of which the commercial advertisements 
boast so glowingly. 


I came, | saw, | was conquered 


As you read this description your reaction must be 
similar to mine when General Secretary Woods first 
asked me to consider Hawaii as my area for Inter- 
Varsity work. I thought, “Why Hawaii? Why that glori- 
fied playboys’ paradise? What opportunities for a spir- 
itual work would there be in such a commercialized, 
elamorized atmosphere?” But Mr. Woods assured me 
of Hawaii’s need and explained that my Oriental-Amer- 
ican background made me the logical person for the 
work. Since a definite leading from God confirmed Mr. 
Woods’ opinion, I came to Hawaii—but with a good bit 
of still-unresolved skepticism. 

I discovered, to my pleasure, that | had arrived dur- 
ing “Aloha Week,” a week of Hawaiian pageantry and 
festivity similar to the Mardi Gras. And the first thing 
my Christian host and hostess took me to see, after 
settling me in their home, was the Aloha Week Lantern 
Parade. Strangely enough, it was the floats in the parade 
that made me aware of the opportunity of evangelism 
which the-Hawaii-behind-the-travel-folders presents. For 
in the colorful procession were floats representing the 
glories of the old Hawaiian royalty, floats contributed 
by the Buddhists’ Association, the Chinese Community, 
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and the Filipino Association, a Puerto Rican float, a 
Korean float, a float of shouting Samoan dancers. Then 
mixed in with this exotic scene were very much stream- 
lined, modern floats representing Pan-American Airlines 
and the Hawaiian Electric Company, indications of 
very up-to-date Western progress. In this parade, then, 
I learned that Hawaii is the “Crossroads of the Pacific,” 
actually the meeting of East and West. 

I wasted no time in going up to the university campus 
to get acquainted with my field of service for the next 
two or three years. I found here, again, the racial pic- 
ture that the parade had revealed; for the racial pattern 
of the student body resembles that of the territory as a 
whole. The largest two groups are Caucasian and Japa- 
nese, each comprising about one-third of the whole. The 
remaining group is divided among the rest of the races, 
with Chinese predominating. 

Why is it important that Inter-Varsity circles under- 
stand this picture of Hawaii? For two reasons: the 
richman’s-playland concept of Hawaii must be dis- 
pelled; second, the need for the gospel of Jesus Christ 
is accentuated here in Hawaii because of the polyglot 
racial make-up, and that needs to be understood. 

Hawaii needs evangelization. There are hundreds of 
thousands of people working in the industries of the 
Islands who are not described in the commercial adver- 
tisements. Too, | know from my own hyphenated-Amer- 


ican home-experiences that the students in the high 
schools and university must know very little of Chris- 
tianity. In the meeting of the East and West, second- 
generation youngsters have shed the old-country tra- 
ditions and religions, but are not replacing them with 
Christianity; they are acquiring only the superficial, 
often materialistic aspects of Western culture. 

With these observations in mind, I met with the 
group of fifteen or so: Christian students who had been 
conducting a noon prayer meeting each day since the 
semester began. It was a joy to sense their enthusiasm 
to know how to become an effective group for Christ 
on the campus. The ensuing work resembles very much 
the pattern followed on mainland campuses. The group 
became organized; received campus recognition; estab- 
lished weekly evangelistic meetings. daily prayer meet- 
ings, and small student-led Bible studies. Several very 
effective camps were held, emphasizing the deeper 
Christian life and the primacy of the individual’s walk 
with God in his own personal devotions. 

What spiritual needs have been met? What has been 
accomplished for Jesus Christ through this program? 


BELOW “The most truly cosmopolitan campus” is U. of 
Hawaii's boast. Students in the photo are descended 
from a variety of European, Oriental, and Polynesian 
cultures. 
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A recent shot of the University of Hawaii Christian 
Fellowship chapter on the steps of the administration 
building. 





God has been working very steadily though quietly 
throughout the student group. Christians always need 
the stimulation and mutual strengthening of fellowship 
with one another, but that need is even more accentu- 
ated here. Here the Christian students are literally 
babes-in-Christ—Christians of only one year or two, 
often, only a few months. Here, too, students coming 
from Oriental homes have no religious background, no 
home encouragement and, therefore, very embryonic 
concepts of Christianity. Too, accepting Christ in oppo- 
sition to parents’ wishes gives rise to conflicts in Ori- 
ental students, who traditionally have a strong feeling 
for filial obedience. Christian fellowship on the campus 
has been of considerable help to these young Christians. 

Not only are young Christians being encouraged, but 
there are also many students (and I am surprised at the 
number) who, having only a very superficial or nominal 
Christian experience, come face to face with the claims 
of Jesus Christ for the first time through contact with 
the Inter-Varsity group and begin truly to acknowledge 
Him as Saviour and Lord. One Caucasian girl from 
California told me that she had had a weak connection 
with a church back home but did not even begin to 
understand the implications of Christianity until she 
came into contact with Inter-Varsity. 
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Along with these two very important aspects of the 
work there is a third which is becoming increasingly 
stronger at the University of Hawaii Christian Fellow- 
ship, i.e., the winning of non-Christians to Christ. 
Students who have no idea at all about Christianity are 
coming to UHCF by invitation of interested Christians or 
out of curiosity. Recently, five or six of these students 
have been brought to a saving knowledge of Christ 
Jesus. There are several who stay on the periphery of 
the group and have never made a confession of faith, 
but we are praying for them and are keeping their 
interest through friendliness and good programs. 


Bible studies are also being held in the public high 
schools. Small, earnest groups meet in nearby homes 
and churches under the sponsorship of adult Christian 
workers. Only one group actually meets on the school 
grounds. The program in the high schools includes 
weekly Bible studies and a monthly evangelistic service 
to which students are encouraged to bring non-Christian 
friends. The Christians are learning to participate in 
Bible discussions, and some non-Christians have been 
won to the Lord. 


One of the most recent developments in the work here 
in the Islands is the organizing of the Nurses’ Christian 
Fellowship, a group of student nurses at the large 
Queen’s Hospital in Honolulu. This group is an out- 
growth of a weekly Bible class which had been held at 
the hospital for several years. Last semester, the stu- 
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dents, desiring to expand their program and their out- 
reach among the non-Christian nurses, called me in to 
aid them. A group of twenty or so are meeting weekly 
for discussion and evangelistic services. One girl has 
accepted Christ and several indicate that they are 
anxious to know more. Several weekly prayer meetings 
have begun. Members of this Fellowship have the op- 
portunity of making the arrangements for the school’s 
Easter service and are looking for more opportunities 
for making a real impact for Christ. 

Words cannot tell the joy I feel as I watch God work- 
ing here. Do pray for us. We need more and more out- 
reach; we need deepening and stabilizing; Christians 
must become more effective and bold in their personal 
witness to Christ on the campus. 

The Hawaiian Islands are very poor in their supply 
of indigenous Christian leaders. On some of the outly- 
ing islands which I visited last fall, one or two evangel- 
ical Christians were holding forth the gospel to needy 
communities of thousands. Most of these workers were 
imported Caucasian missionaries, not local people at 
all. Our student and nurses’ work will be a strong source 
of Christian leadership for the work of God’s kingdom 
in Hawaii. They will play a leading role in the future 
development of Christian work here. 

! came—to these highly glamorized islands skepti- 
cally; I saw—the great need among the local people for 
Christ; I was conquered—by the charm of the place 
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Students in the photo are standing in front of the popu- 


lar student association building, Hemenway Hall. 
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and the people and by the eagerness of students to 
know and serve Jesus Christ. END 





IVCF’S staff member in Hawaii, Gwen Wong, is a third- 
generation American, whose grandfather came to this 
country from China in California’s .gold-rush days to 
operate a mule-pack supply train. Born in San Fran- 
cisco’s Chinatown, Gwen first came into contact with 
evangelical Christianity in a Chinese mission church. 
But the teaching didn’t take hold until some years later 
when she came into contact with the Bible League (now 
IVCF) at the University of California. Gwen earned her 
A.B. there in 1946, her M.R.E. at Biblical Seminary 
(New York) in 1948. A year and a half ago she arrived 
in Honolulu and immediately began the ministry among 
both high school and university students she describes 
in this article. 
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RECENT 
LIVES 
OF CHRIST 


JESUS, THEN AND NOW 


The book now to be mentioned is not included in 
this review because it will rank as an outstanding work 
on Christ in the years to come, but because it is written 
by one who holds a very high position in theological 
education in this country, Dr. Willard L. Sperry, Dean 
of the Divinity School of Harvard University now for 
over a quarter-century, Chairman of the Board, Plum- 
mer Professor of Christian Morals in the same institu- 
tion for thirty years, and for five years Dean of the 
National Council on Religion in Higher Education. 
This new work, Jesus Then and Now (Harper & Broth- 
ers, 1949) is, as far as I know, the only book Dean 
Sperry has written entirely devoted to Jesus, and it is 
important to know what this man has been saying in a 
famous theological seminary about Him. 

The first four of the six chapters of this book com- 
prise lectures delivered at Northwestern University in 
1948. Three things in the volume are refreshing and 
to be commended, and one is important but not be- 
cause commendable. His opening chapter is entirely 
devoted to the historicity of Christ, a discussion of the 
so-called “Christ myth” and a very effective reply to 
it. It is excellently done; in fact, the whole book is 
written in a delightful, transparent style. 

Secondly, Dean Sperry rightly remarks in his final 
chapter, “One cannot view without perplexity and hon- 
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est concern the studied neglect of Jesus in the writings 
of the neo-orthodox theologians of our time.” He men- 
tions, e.g., Brunner’s great work, The Theology of 
Crisis, of which he says, “There is, as far as I can dis- 
cover in this well-known volume, only one citation of 
words accredited to Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels.” 
Speaking of Visser’t Hooft’s Kingship of Christ, he 
says, “The disproportion between space given to what 
Jesus himself is reported to have said and that given to 
what this encompassing cloud of witnesses [a number 
of important theologians of our day whom he quotes] 
have said is rather striking.” 

In the third place, Dean Sperry recognizes the new 
significance of the eschatology of Christ, going so far 
as to say, “We concede today that the passages in which 
he describes the course of the last things were more to 
the front in his thought than we once supposed. The 
last thirty catastrophic years of modern history have 
given to this scheme of things a plausibility which in 
more tranquil times had been denied it. Recent history 
has been much more like the thirteenth chapter of Mark 
and its parallels than we once thought history could 
be.” 

Finally, many will be grateful for Dean Sperry’s 
translation of a very important section of the biography 
of Dr. Adolf von Harnack, written by his daughter, 
which he says few in this country have read, regard- 
ing Harnack’s resentment of neo-orthodoxy. 


In this volume Dean Sperry is not only against the 
old orthodoxy, but also against the new neo-orthodoxy. 
He believes it is a dangerous return to creeds, as nat- 
urally he would, being a Unitarian and a liberal in his 
theology. He moves in very strange company here. He 
is a devoted follower of Schweitzer, with all of Schweit- 
zer’s denial of the deity of Christ, and continually de- 
clares that Christ and many of His prophetic statements 
were in error, and that—after all is said and done—we 
cannot know the true Christ except to know He is not 
the Son of God! It is strange, however, to see him 
quoting with approval, in the realm of Christian truth, 
such men as Bernard Shaw, H. D. Thoreau, and H. G. 
Wells, none of whom were in any sense Christians. Most 
of all—remembering that Leslie Stephen was a bitter 
enemy of the Christian faith and an outstanding agnos- 
tic of his day—one is surprised to discover that Dan 
Sperry’s verdict on Jonathan Edwards is simply a quo- 
tation of Leslie Stephen’s verdict. He has great respect 
for Gandhi, much more than for many Christian lead- 
ers today. 

Dean Sperry recognizes that the Cross is of great 
importance. He approaches the question and then re- 
treats from it, having no use for any such belief that 
Jesus died on the cross to reconcile us to God, and that 
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by His blood we have forgiveness of sins. He leaves us 
without saying what he thinks the Cross means. There 
is, of course, no idea of a risen Christ with this influ- 
ential theological teacher. He speaks of the spirit which 
Christ left us, which he calls the Holy Spirit. I wonder 
what he means by the spirit which Christ left us. I am 
sure to him Christ is dead, and I presume he means no 
more by the spirit of Christ than he would mean by the 
spirit of Gandhi, or Abraham Lincoln, although he cap- 
italizes Holy Spirit. He boasts, of course, of the justice 
of the Andover decision against orthodoxy. 

The most disturbing aspect of the book, however, is 
Dean Sperry’s willingness to compromise with the secu- 
lar thought of the day. He says that inasmuch as the 
word Messiah was used in reference to Jesus—to make 
the meaning of Jesus rich for the Jews of the day!—and 
inasmuch as the word Logos was used when Christians 
wanted to give richer meaning for Jesus to the Greeks! 
—so (he says), we need today a word to attach to Jesus 
which will have rich meaning for the modern mind. I 
read this section with some anticipation, wondering 
what word I was to find. It was evolution. He says, 
“If you wish to try to understand what the fathers of 
the Church meant by their affirmation, ‘Jesus is the 
Word,’ you might get some intimation of what went on 
in those minds of long ago if you were to say in this 
twentieth century, ‘Jesus was and is the goal of the 
whole evolutionary process in nature and history, he 
remains still the crown of evolution. It is our moral 
duty and spiritual destiny to grow up to him’.” He 
follows this by quoting Ephesians 4:13, in which refer- 
ence is made to “the knowledge of the Son of God,” 
but inasmuch as Dean Sperry does not believe Christ 
is the Son of God, | wonder what relevance this pas- 
sage might have in his argument. 


Toward the end of the volume, Professor Sperry re- 
marks, “Whatever Christian theology may say in praise 
or dispraise of the human mind, that mind will go on 
about its affairs as it has always gone. Nothing can 
stop it. Nothing that we Christians can do or say will 
prevent further research into the secrets of atomic 
erergy. There is imminent danger that we may find 
Christianity and the sober culture of our time coming 
to a parting of the ways.” To such an hour he looks 
forward with apprehension. 

f course, the real problem here is, Which way is 
“the human mind” moving? If it moves away from the 
supernatural, away from Christ as the Son of God, away 
from the need of atoning sacrifice, away from a belief 
in the absolute uniqueness of the Saviour, if the thought 
of the world moves away from these central themes of 
evangelicalism, does that mean that the Christian church 
should move in the same direction? 
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Dean Sperry says yes, we must be where’ modern 
thought is, and we must stand with it. No one I know 
today in conservative circles is claiming that the Chris- 
tian faith is opposed to intellectual research and investi- 
cation, but it is opposed to any hypothesis or theory or 
assertion that denies the basic themes of evangelical 


Christianity. 

Our author does not leave us in doubt as to where he 
stands on this. He says in the same chapter, “Some- 
how, the prospect of parting intellectually with serious 
and upright men who are doing much if not most of 
the hard thinking and the useful work of the world 
seems a sobering eventuality. For myself, | cannot find 
it in either my heart or my head to part company with 
countless friends and companions who seem to me to 
be in the terms of their own endeavors co-workers with 
God . . . The cautious habits of modern specialization 
may prevent them from saying ‘God’ in their mature 
life.” 

In other words. Dean Sperry claims that there are 
men doing the work of God, even if they do not believe 
in God! And so he would go along in perfect fellowship 
with men who deny a personal, sovereign God, such as 
Einstein, John Dewey, Edman, and many other intellec- 
tual leaders of the day. This is not just compromise; 
it is the abandonment of any serious allegiance to the 
great faith of the Christian church. In fact, says Dean 
Sperry at the end of this chapter, “The whole indict- 
ment of secularism, when it is prompted by a lack of 
insight into what such men are doing and of sympathy 
with their work, bodes ill for the immediate future of 
Christianity.” 

So, suggested the Dean throughout his book, to save 
Christianity we must give up the things which modern 
thought so frequently insists on repudiating. 

‘The whole of the New Testament is against that. Paul 
says the gospel consists of the death and resurrection 
of the Lord, and inasmuch as Dean Sperry believes in 
neither of these, as the New Testament sets them forth. 
it is certainly true that he does not have a gospel of 
rcdemption to preach, as Unitarianism admits it does 
not have. The greater tragedy is not that the Dean of 
Harvard Divinity School should write such a book as 
this toward the close of his life, but that these are the 
things that a quarter of a century of divinity students 
have been subject to and, in most cases no doubt, have 
embraced. The Jesus of the days of the apostles would 
never recognize the Jesus now as reconstructed and 
wholly humanized by modern Unitarianism. 


THE MAN FROM NAZARETH 
AS HIS CONTEMPORARIES SAW HIM 


The next book to come before us I must confess I 
opened with prejudice. I refer to the recently published 
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volume, The Man from Nazareih as His Contemporaries 
Saw Him, by Harry Emerson Fosdick (Harper and 
Brothers, 1949). I opened it with prejudice because I 
remember some statements concerning the Lord written 
by this author some years ago. For example, in his 
famous sermon, “The Peril of Worshipping Jesus,” he 
said, “The world has tried in two ways to get rid of 
Jesus: first by crucifying Him and second, by worship- 
ping Him. He did not fear being opposed; He feared 
being worshipped.” The same author in his Modern 
Use of the Bible said (what he does not say here), 
“Biblical miracles will more and more become unreal 
ghosts, lost in antiquity and gradually becoming dim- 
mer and disappear into utter incredulity.” 

Dr. Fosdick’s book is in some way to be likened to 
the work by Dean Sperry. Both authors have written 
these volumes late in life, Dr. Fosdick now being past 
seventy. Both have been professors for years, Dr. Fos- 
dick having taught in Union Theological Seminary from 
1908 to 1946. Both begin their books with a chapter on 
the historicity of Jesus. There, however, the similarity 
ceases. | think Dean Sperry’s book is probably the first 
he has written devoted exclusively to Christ. Dr. Fos- 
dick began writing about Christ as far back as 1913, 
when appeared his widely read volume, The Manhood 
of the Master. Dean Sperry’s book is, in my opinion, 
in part quite superficial, while Dr. Fosdick’s goes into 
the depths of many New Testament problems. Dean 
Sperry talks about the importance of Christ’s words, 
but Dr. Fosdick tries to show what Christ’s words really 
meant. Only Dr. Fosdick paints a real historic and re- 
ligious background for the advent of Christ; in fact, 
the work by Dr. Fosdick contains a restoration, as far as 
possible, of religious conditions of the first century, 
while Dean Sperry’s book is an exaltation of the secu- 
larism of the twentieth century. Dr. Fosdick’s book is 
by far the more important; it reveals the greater amount 
of research and is certainly the more carefully and com- 
pactly written. I was quite surprised at the amount of 
research which Dr. Fosdick reveals in this volume. 
Many of the sharp, bitter, almost arrogant statements 
of some of his preceding books, ridiculing the miracles ° 
and the Sonship of Christ, are here omitted, though his 
basic attitude of former days is not abandoned. Age 
and further thought have greatly mellowed many of 
Dr. Fosdick’s expressions. 

Dr. Fosdick admits that the early disciples believed 
Jesus to be the Son of God. This is his conclusion to 
the chapter, “As the First Disciples Saw Him”: “Those 
who lived most intimately with him stood most in awe 
of him, with mingled love and adoration acknowledged 
in him a divine authority, felt in him the very presence 


(Continued on page 26, column 1) 


HIS, MAY, 1950 








N. OTHER generation of Christians ever faced a larger 
missionary task, or one more clearly defined, than that 
which confronts the church today. Livingstone said, 
“The end of the geographical feat is only the beginning 
of the missionary enterprise.” In 1949 there are no more 
geographical discoveries to be made. Virtually all tribes 
have been discovered; the dark places of the earth, full 
of the habitations of cruelty, are no longer unknown. 
“Go ye into all the world” has become a geographical 
possibility. 

No matter where we live, we stand squarely in the 
midst of the Battle of the Ages: the Prince of Darkness 
against the Prince of Peace, the powers of evil against 
the Kingdom of God. In such a scene there can be no 
isolationism for those who believe the Great Commis- 
sion and desire to crown our Saviour Lord of all. 

If we would pray for missions with understanding, 
as well as with the Spirit, we must have a true picture of 
the world today. Ignorance is always a cause of mis- 
understanding, and there is much truth in the French 
proverb, “To know all is to forgive all.”” Only when we 
are adequately informed can we go into all the world 
intelligently and sympathetically to tell others the old, 
old story of Jesus and His love. 


THIS BEWILDERED WORLD 

The world today is a very large world and a greatly 
disturbed world. The earth’s population—more than 
2,200,000,000—has never been higher. Two world wars 
have torn lands and hearts asunder, plowed grave- 
yards for the dead, disappointed hopes, and brought 
hunger, nakedness, and pain to millions of homes. Only 
“He who telleth the number of the stars” can “bind all 
the broken in heart.” Mankind has never been so restless 
in spirit. Social strife and economic unrest are the two 
specters that haunt every nation. Families, even whole 
communities, are on the move. Confusion and disturb- 
<1 caRNRRRReineNNNNRRNtmmERe 
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ance are rampant on every hand. 

The result is obvious: mankind has never been in such 
need of Christ and so responsive to the gospel message. 
Jew and Gentile, pagan and Moslem, are stretching out 
their hands for the Truth. A bewildered world seeks the 
Way; a disillusioned world needs the reality found only 
in Christ; a decadent world needs the Resurrection and 
the Life that is life indeed. 

In some ways the progress of missions is greater than 
is generally believed. There are actually more Christians 
in Korea today than there were in the whole Roman 
Empire at the close of the first century. It is now pos- 
sible to cross Africa, from the Atlantic to the Indian 
Ocean, stopping every night at a mission station. The 
American forces in the South Pacific were surprised to 
find former cannibals eager to preach the gospel to 
soldiers and sailors who landed. The Church of Jesus 
Christ in all its branches has become literally world- 
wide. 

This Church, alive and growing, was established by 
two groups of Christians—the larger missionary boards 
of Europe and America, most of which have celebrated 
their centenaries, and the faith missions which during 
the past fifty years have led in a remarkable revival of 
missionary zeal and effort, featured by the occupation 
of new and difficult areas. 

This is vividly illustrated in the greatest field—China. 
Here universities, hospitals, training schools, and print- 
ing presses have driven deep into the interior in the love 
of Christ for the lost, and from these vital centers the 
cords of love have extended to every part of the eighteen 
provinces. By the prophetic vision of Hudson Taylor, 
Christianity has become native to China: the Church of 
Christ exists in every province. 

While there are bright areas in the global scene, we 
must not forget that as a whole the picture is dark and 
desperate. The world today, with its enormous popula- 
tion, its vast unoccupied areas of human need, its soul- 
restlessness and disillusionment after two world wars, 








is in dire need of evangelism. Among the lands still 
nearly unoccupied by any mission, whose people are 
yet waiting for the gospel message, are Afghanistan. 
Baluchistan, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, Chinese Turkestan, 
Soviet Russia, much of Africa, and large areas of South 
America. 


WHY “WE PREACH CHRIST” 

There never was a time when the command of Christ 
was more appropriate and more urgent. The primary 
basis of missions always was, and still is, the command 
of our risen Lord to “go ... into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” There was a time, 
in the recent past, when this fundamental motive was 
almost lost sight of, being replaced by all sorts of sec- 
ondary motives. But today, under the hammer of the 
times, these secondary motives are smitten to pieces. It 
is no longer enough to recommend Christianity as the 
“bringer of enlightenment and freedom,” or as “a social 
tonic to make nations powerful,” or as “the infallible 
cuide to progress.” To meet the appalling spiritual 
hunger of today’s world, the emphasis must revert to 
the fundamental proclamation of Christ as the personal 
Saviour and Sin-bearer of the individual. 

The missionary enterprise has its foundation in the 
eternal purpose of God. “God so loved the world,” His 
Word tells us. Christ died not for our sins only, but for 
the sins of the whole world. We are to proclaim the good 
news of redemption, going in the strength of His Spirit, 
because He has committed to us the word of reconcili- 
ation, that we should plead with men, in Christ’s stead, 
to be reconciled to God. 

The Great Commission, as recorded in the last chapter 
of Matthew, is a general commission. It was spoken not 
to the eleven apostles only, but to them and the five 
hundred brethren to whom Paul refers in I Corinthians 
15:6. Christ spoke as King in the consciousness that His 
gospel is for all nations. We find the message of the 
Great Commission interpreted in the life of Paul—in 
fact, the only adequate commentary on the last com- 
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mand of Jesus is in the lives of the apostles, saints, and 
martyrs who, down the ages, have carried it out across 
the seven seas and do so today. 

The effect of the Great Commission on Paul was a 
transformation of his whole character and life. He was 
unable to escape the restraint of the responsibility 
which it placed upon him: “Woe is me,” he cried, “if I 
preach not the gospel!” Paul’s missionary passion was 
due to his sense of eternal values through the Resur- 
rection. “Our light afflictiton . .. is but for a moment” 

. soon there will be the “eternal weight of glory.” 
The things that are seen are only temporal. Paul saw 
the invisible glory of the world to come. He laid hold 
of the intangible realities. His passion for proclaiming 
the message of redemption was due to his sense of 
eternal values. He reasoned before Felix of judgment 
to come till Felix trembled. 


A CRISIS AT HAND 

All earnest Christians of every school of theological 
thought seem agreed that we face a crisis. The day of 
the Lord is at hand. We hear the same note of warning 
from many voices. Prof. D. R. Davies of England con- 
cludes his recent book, Divine Judgment in Human 
H:story, with the words: 

“Repent—that must be the burden of the Christian message 
to this age, which is drinking the bitterest waters of all histori- 
cal eras. In a day when the judgment of God has melted into 
burning lava and is pouring through the ruins of man’s achieve- 
ments, let the prophetic trumpet-call of repentance pierce the 
tormented soul of man, so that men, here and now, may lay 
hold of the redemption done, once and forever, by God in 
Christ.” 

In a day when the pillars of Western civilization are 
crumbling, when the foundations of society seem totter- 
ing, and when sword and famine and pestilence walk 
abroad, we must preach a message that is other-worldly, 
or we have no message at all. The older generation of 
evangelists were not ashamed of a gospel that dealt with 
eternal issues. They preached a message that looked 
beyond death and revealed eternal glory or eternal woe. 

Evangelism that preaches Christ’s resurrection and 
His return goes far beyond social reformation or new- 
world plans or political blueprints. We can no longer 
invite the East to share the social and cultural benefits 
of the West, for the whole of so-called Christian culture 
stands at a period of terrible crisis, every section of it 
under God’s judgment. We are compelled by the present 
situation to “look for a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness.” 

The hour is late, and the need is urgent. This is no 
time to put forth anything less than a maximum effort. 
Every Christian must do all in his power—by sacrificial 
giving and by prevailing prayer—to “go . . . into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature,” and to 
do it now! END 
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through the Bible in three years 


MONDAY, MAY 1 

JeREMIAH 7:1-28 (1) Judah’s false confidence (v. 4) 
was that the temple of the Lord in their midst was in- 
violable and would insure their immunity also. So our 
nation proceeds with its robberies, murders, and sex 
crimes (v. 9) and feels secure because this is “God’s 
own country.” Do I think God allows such pleas as 
that of v. 10, e.g., “Every one does it. It is impossible 
to be moral in our generation”? (2) Note two exam- 
ples of God’s judgment on a place (v. 12) and on a 
nation (v. 15). Both had been signally blessed by God. 
“Ephraim” was often used to denote all the ten tribes 
of the northern kingdom of Israel. How had God dealt 
with them (II Kings 17:23)? (3) How do wv. 16-25 
reveal the love and patience of the Lord as well as His 
wrath and the limits of that long-suffering? What is 
the one thing the Lord demands of all who would be 


His? Cf. John 15:14. 


TUESDAY, MAY 2 

JEREMIAH 7:29-8:17 (1) God’s long-suffering is very 
ereat but when wickedness is allowed to flourish un- 
checked a day of reckoning must finally come. Contrast 
Jeremiah’s “generation of his wrath” (v. 29) with the 
present “day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:2). How long 
can this day last if we too set our abominations (our 
worldly pleasures etc.) in the very buildings (v. 30) 
set apart for the worship of the Lord? (2) Observe 
the fivefold way in which Jerusalem and her kings had 
given themselves to idolatry (8:2). Do I serve the only 
true God with such devotion? Cf. Luke 10:27. (2) 
The illustrations from natural science (v. 7) are used 
to point out an amazing lack on the part of God’s peo- 
ple. What is this? Compare Christ’s words (Matt. 16: 
2-3). What are my expectations for this world—peace 
and prosperity (v. 15)? Read II Pet. 3:10-13. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 

JEREMIAH 8:18-9:22 (1) Restrained even from prayer 
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for his people because judgment could not be averted 
now (7:16), what was Jeremiah’s reaction? Distinguish 
between his feelings toward his people (9:1), and 
toward their sin (9:2). Cf. Rom. 5:8—God’s attitude 
toward us, and Heb. 1:9—His attitude toward our sin. 
(2) Consider the significance of the questions in v. 9. 
God had given man a mind and intelligence. Observe 
therefore that God will sooner or later convince that 
mind of the rightness of His actions, e.g. Rom. 3:19 
and Phil. 2:11. Do I love Him with all my mind? Have 
I learned to acquiesce in all His ways? (3) What was 
the Lord seeking to have men understand (v. 12) ? 
Does He keep us in ignorance of His plans for this 
age? Think over Mark 13:23-37. 

THURSDAY, MAY 4 

JEREMIAH 9:23-10:25 (1) Let all who make good 
grades, who excel in sports, who don’t have to work 
their way through college, indeed all who think they 
have some cause for superiority, memorize 9:23-24. 
What is the one supreme thing over which to be elated? 
(2) In warning Israel of the utter stupidity of idolatry, 
what are the two outstanding respects in which idols 
fail even remotely to resemble the Lord? How much 
power have they? Contrast v. 5 with vv. 10 and 12. 
What is their “life” expectancy? Contrast vv. 11 and 
15 with v. 10. (3) Why would Jeremiah take issue with 
the man who wrote, “I am the master of my fate, the 
captain of my soul”? How is 10:23 a comfort as well 
as a warning? From whose hand was Jeremiah willing 
to take the Babylonian chastisement of his nation? How 
often do I pray, “Lord, correct me”? 


FRIDAY, MAY 5 
JEREMIAH 1] (1) The Lord made a covenant with His 


people at the very beginning of their national life. Its 
blessings were contingent upon obedience, its curses 
upon disobedience. Glance through Deut. 27 and 28. 
Note how Jeremiah (v. 5) attests his agreement with the 
Lord’s curse (v. 3). This is what God had ordained 
(Deut. 27:15-26), “‘and all the people shall say, Amen.” 
Or, “So be it.” Why is reference made here to this cov- 
enant? (2) Has the Lord promised to hear every 
praver? With vv. 11, 14 cf. Prov. 28:9. What condi- 
tion must I fulfill if I desire the Lord to hear and an- 
swer my petitions? See John 15:7. (3) Jeremiah came 
from Anathoth (v. 21), a city of priests (1:1). What 
was their wicked scheme? Jeremiah committed his 
cause to the Lord. Is this my practice or do I plan my 
own means of retaliation? God did to them (vv. 22-23) 
what they thought to do to Jeremiah (v. 19). 
SATURDAY, MAY 6 

JeremiAH 12 (1) Jeremiah is puzzled on two counts: 
why do the wicked prosper and why does the Lord in 
punishment send a drought which brings suffering to 
the whole country (v. 4)? But what is the conviction 
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EVERY MORNING ... 


Be sure to read the assigned passage carefully 
before attempting to answer the questions. 

After you have finished answering each day's 
specific questions, review by answering these im- 
portant queries: 

1. Is there any example for me to seek to follow 
by God’s help? 

2. Is there a command to be obeyed? 

3. Is there a sin for me to avoid or to forsake? 

4. Is there a promise for me to claim; if so, what 
are its conditions? 

5. What does this passage teach me (by illustra- 
tion or statement) about Jesus Christ, God, myself, 
His will for my life? 

6. Is there something in this passage which 
should be my prayer for today? 





(v. 1) with which he approaches the Lord? Have I 
this unshakable conviction even in times of war and 
disaster? (2) The Lord’s answer (vv. 5-6) warns of 
more severe testings. If 1 think it too difficult now to 
witness for Christ among my pleasure-loving compan- 
ions, what will it be if I ever find myself up against 
a government that is militantly atheistic? (3) What is 
the Lord’s amazing promise even to the nations by 
whom Judah and Israel were seduced? What was the 
condition for their eventual blessing (v. 16)? When 
was this promise fulfilled? See Acts 2:9-11, 39, 41 
and the explanation in Eph. 3:6. 

SUNDAY, MAY 7 

JEREMIAH 13 (1) Of whom was the linen girdle a pic- 
ture (v. 11)? What was the significance of burying it 
away off by the Euphrates? Cf. Ps. 137:1. What one 
thing did the Lord seek to reduce in Israel? When this 
thing dominates any nation or individual, what does it 
eventually render him (v. 10)? (2) The people of the 
Lord are called His “flock” (v. 17). To whom was the 
solemn question concerning this flock (v. 20) ad- 
dressed? Insofar as He has given me spiritual respon- 
sibility, in a Sunday-school class perhaps, or elsewhere, 
how shall I answer His searching words, “Where is the 
flock that was given thee, thy beautiful flock?” (3) 
What utter impossibility in the natural sphere is illus- 
trated by the familiar questions concerning the Ethi- 
opian and the leopard? Memorize v. 23 but remember 
impossibilities with men are possibilities with God 
(Luke 18:27). 

MONDAY, MAY 8 

JEREMIAH 14 (1) What plea did Jeremiah advance for 
the Lord’s intervention in the terrible drought? This 
plea had prevailed in the time of Moses (Num. 14:13- 
17). So the Lord Jesus taught us the one effectual 
ground of appeal (John 14:13). (2) Why then did the 
Lord forbid such prayer (v. 11)? If I am sensitive to 
the Holy Spirit, I will be taught how and for whom I 


should pray. (3) What excuse does Jeremiah urge for 
his people’s lack of understanding (v. 13)? Why is 
this considered no excuse? Cf. Deut. 18:21-22. There 
are false prophets in the world today, even religious 
leaders who profess to be Christians. How does God 
expect me to distinguish between truth and error? See 
1 John 4:1-3. 

TUESDAY, MAY 9 

JEREMIAH 15 (1) Why were the names of Moses and 
Samuel singled out to convince Jeremiah that his people 
were beyond prayer? See Exod. 32:11-12 and I Sam. 
7:9. It is an awful thing to quench the Holy Spirit of 
God and place ourselves outside the realm of prayer. 
Meditate on I John 5:16. (2) Jeremiah found that to 
deliver the Lord’s messages faithfully even to a people 
whom he loved involved him in strife and trouble. Was 
this due to his own obnoxious behavior (v. 10b) ? What 
did the Lord Jesus warn us as to the inevitable outcome 
of the faithful proclamation of the gospel? See John 
15:18-20. What did it involve for Him? (3) Just as 
the Lord Jesus set His face steadfastly “like a flint” (Isa. 
50:6-7) to accomplish His Father’s will, so Jeremiah 
was to be made a fenced brazen wall. How strong are 
my defenses? 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 10 

JEREMIAH 16 (1) How did the Lord ask His servant to 
demonstrate the lack of joy and gladness which Judah 
would soon experience? How would Jeremiah’s obedi- 
ence reinforce most strongly in the eyes of the people 
his belief in the things he prophesied (vv. 3-4)? (2) 
Observe that, although the Lord no longer calls Judah 


“my people” as in 6:14 but rather “this people” (v. 


10 etc.). He still calls the land of Palestine “my land” 
(v. 18). How did the Lord purpose to cleanse His land 
of all the abominations practiced there? (3) Israel had 
failed in their mission to make the Lord known through- 
out the world, so the Lord Himself will see to it that 
His name and His power are known to the Gentiles. 
Will the Lord be made known to my friends by my 
obedience or by His punishment of my disobedience? 
THURSDAY, MAY 11 

JEREMIAH 17 (1) Vv. 5-8 are worth memorizing. What 
is the great contrast in the condition of the heath and 
of the tree? Am I merely a surface Christian or has my 
faith taken root? Perhaps this summer may be “a year 
of drought” for me spiritually. Will I therefore cease 
from yielding fruit? (2) In spite of jeering, Jeremiah 
did not try to escape from (“hasten from”) his God- 
given task (v. 16). Read his prayer (v. 18) in the light 
of the question of v. 15. If he did not desire the woe- 
ful day, why did he pray for it? (3) Vv. 19-27 deal 
with Judah’s flagrant disobedience of the commandment 
concerning the sabbath day. We are not under law but 
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under grace, but the divine principle of a day of rest 
was from the beginning (Gen. 2:3). Is my Sunday 
spent as other days, bearing burdens of study and 
work? Or is it wholly unto the Lord? 


FRIDAY, MAY 12 
JEREMIAH 18 (1) What prospect did the Lord hold out 


to Israel through the remaking of the potter’s vessel ? 
What answer did Israel return to Him (v. 12)? When 
only is there “no hope” of the Lord’s transforming my 
nature, my moods, and my habits? (2) The Lord’s 
dealings with nations are not capricious. Though He 
may be said to “repent,” He is not changing His mind 
but only acting in accordance with His own clearly 
established principles of judgment. What are these (vv. 
7-10)? (3) Before condemning Jeremiah’s prayer of 
vv. 19-23, recall the Lord’s distinct commands to him 
(7:16; 11:14; 14:11) and the statement in 12:17. Jer- 
emiah’s generation was one under God’s wrath, but we 
live in the age of grace (II Cor. 6:2). So he was pray- 
ing as much in accordance with God’s will as we do 
now when we ask God to forgive our enemies. See 
Matt. 5:44. 

SATURDAY, MAY 13 

JerEMIAH 19 (1) Tophet, a valley outside Jerusalem 
was the scene of the most abominable idolatrous prac- 
tices. What is referred to by ‘the blood of innocents” 
(v.4)? Cp. II Kings 23: 10. (2) The Lord’s judgment 
upon those who had so far departed from His mind 
(v.5) was to give them over to a reprobate mind (Rom. 
1:28) to do unbelievably awful things (vv. 3, 9). Let 
me beware of the outcome of any course begun accord- 
ing to my own will. (3) If I do not allow the Lord to 
bend me according to His design, then He will deal 
with me as with the potter’s earthen bottle. What way 
is that (v. 11)? Am I stubborn and unbending as Israel 
(v. 15) or yielding and pliable as David (see Ps. 
131:2)? 

SUNDAY, MAY 14 

JEREMIAH 20 (1) Why was Jeremiah treated as a crim- 
inal and put to public disgrace in the stocks (v. 8)? 
What severe temptation then assailed him (v. 9)? But 
what was even stronger than the temptation? Was it 
a mere sense of duty? Cf. II Cor. 5:14. (2) “The Lord 
is with me as a mighty, terrible one.” In times of temp- 
tation am I conscious of the Lord’s power? And do I 
really fear Him more than all who oppose me? (3) Vv. 
14-18 represent Jeremiah’s natural, uncontrolled reac- 
tion to his persecution. Whether this outburst occurred 
during the night of his suffering or later, of what is it 
a warning to me? Contrast the outburst of Paul and 
Silas in like circumstances (Acts 16:24-25). Has the 
Lord taught me to praise Him and not to curse things? 
MONDAY, MAY 15 

JEREMIAH 21 (1) What was the Lord’s declared attitude 
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toward Jerusalem? Consider then the alternatives set 
before its inhabitants (vv. 8-9). Those who left the 
shelter of the city would as it were be agreeing with 
God as to the worthlessness of Jerusalem and so their 
lives would be spared. But those who still clung to 
their city, pinning their hopes on it, would perish. (2) 
Salvation lies outside for all who cast themselves on 
the Savior’s mercy. Those who continue as an integral 
part of the world, thinking the world’s thoughts, will 
perish with the world. Read II Pet. 3:7-13 and I Thess. 
4:15-5:9. (3) Observe in Rom. 8:6 the way of life and 
the way of death which God sets before us. 

TUESDAY, MAY 16 

JEREMIAH 22 (1) In this chapter are grouped God’s 
messages concerning the three kings of Judah who pre- 
ceded Zedekiah (21:1). All four were contemporaries, 
three being sons of the good king Josiah (v. 15). (2) 
Note the prophecies: Shallum (or Jehoahaz, v. 11) was 
a captive in Egypt. What was predicted for him? Je- 
hoiakim had been captured by Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 
18-19). What was to be his fate? A beast has no burial 
and so he is the only king of Judah whose burial is not 
recorded. (3) What was prophesied of Coniah? With 
him the line of royal succession from Solomon ceases. 
So Christ, who was to sit upon the throne of His father 
David, derived His earthly lineage through Mary from 
another son of David, Nathan. See Luke 3:31. 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 

JEREMIAH 23:1-14 (1) What is the contrast set forth 
in vv. 1-4? “Pastor” means “shepherd.” Cf. Ezek. 34. 
When Israel’s leaders failed, what did the Lord Himself 
promise to do (vv. 3, 4, 8) ? Has this been entirely ful- 
filled as yet? (2) Link v. 5 with 22:30. Who is the 
righteous Branch of David in contrast to the corrupted 
line ending in Coniah? The Lord says this King shall 
reign and execute judgment in the earth. Do you be- 
lieve it? Cf. Matt. 19:28 and 25:31, 46. (3) Consider 
His marvelous name (v. 6), and its meaning for us even 
now (I Cor. 1:30). Do I admit my own utter failure 
to live a life that is righteous in God’s eyes? Then how 
does Christ meet me in my need? Read Gal. 2:20. 


THURSDAY, MAY 18 

JEREMIAH 23:15-40 (1) This passage is very important 
to us today. Consider why. Because a man talks know- 
ingly about God and confidently affirms that “He says” 
this or that (vv. 17, 31), is that in itself a proof that 
God has spoken to him or sent him (v. 21)? (2) How 
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then are we to distinguish the false prophets from the 
true? Test J (v. 22): Do their messages produce in 
me a real conviction of sin and show me God’s provi- 
sion to enable me to live a righteous life? Test // 
(v. 27): Do their messages cause me to become ab- 
sorbed with God Himself, with His character and His 
ways? Or do they glorify man’s ideas? Apparently it 
is possible (v. 28) to use God’s words deceitfully. Cf. 
II Cor. 4:2. (3) True men of God do not treat His 
messages lightly but feel them weigh as a “burden” on 
their hearts until they are delivered of them. What did 
God say to those who mockingly asked (v. 33), “What 
burden has the Lord laid on your heart today?” 


FRIDAY, MAY 19 . 
JereMIAH 24 (1)-As the Lord had foretold the captiv- 


ity (22:24-26) of Jeconiah and of many of the people, 
so now He makes known through Jeremiah His purpose 
in that seeming disaster. How did He dispel the thought 
that He was more displeased with those whom He had 
allowed to go into captivity than with those who yet 
remained in the land? (2) Contrast “for their good” 
(v. 5) with “for their hurt” (v. 9). The same kind of 
disaster (e.g. being taken away captive) may befall two 
nations, or groups in a nation, two families or two in- 
dividuals. Yet for the one God will turn it into a bless- 
ing, for the other into a curse. Are all the circum- 
stances of my life, even the troubles, working together 
for good? If not, why not? Consult Rom. 8:28. 
SATURDAY, MAY 20 

JEREMIAH 25 (1) It is obvious that the prophecies of 
Jeremiah are not arranged chronologically. Undoubted- 
ly some divine purpose overruled as to their order. Be 
on the lookout for the significance of this order. Per- 
haps this retrospective chapter is given after messages 
at the time of the captivity (c. 24) to remind Judah 
and us of the many years of warning God had given. 
Besides the time element, in what other way did God 
seek to increase the effectiveness of His warning (v. 
4)? (2) Further, Judah is reminded that the Lord had 
also decreed judgment against the oppressor, Babylon, 
and against all the nations of the world. So God warns 
the world at large of coming judgment (Heb. 9:27). 
But where will it begin? With v. 29 cf. I Pet. 4:17 
and II Cor. 5:10. 

SUNDAY, MAY 21 

JEREMIAH 26 (1) What were the two propositions the 
Lord gave Jeremiah to put before those who came to 
worship Him? What was the only aspect that seemed 
to impress the majority (v. 9)? So Jeremiah repeated 
the other aspect (v. 13). Do I pay attention to only 
part of God’s messages? (2) Contrast the bearing of 
Jeremiah in the face of death for the Lord’s sake with 
that of Urijah in similar circumstances (vv. 14-15 with 
vv. 20-21). Contrast also the outcome in each case (vv. 
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23-24). Which of these men resembled the Saviour 
(John 18:3-6)? Meditate today on His command to 
us and on His promise that outweighs all men can do 
lo us—for we may have need to know it (Rev. 2:10). 
MONDAY, MAY 22 

JEREMIAH 27 (1) The difficulty of “Jehoiakim” in v. 1 
is obviated by the reading of “Zedekiah” in some man- 
uscripts. This agrees with vv. 3, 12, 20. Apparently 
Zedekiah and the neighboring kingdoms were forming 
a coalition against Babylon (v. 3). But resistance was 
in vain and only meant greater disaster. Why (vv. 
4-8)? (2) In what sense does the Lord call Nebuchad- 
nezzar “my servant”? With v. 6 cf. Dan. 2:37-38. (3) 
Even when judgment had begun to take its course 
(v. 20) the Lord sought to spare His people from the 
utmost suffering. What was the constant hindrance to 
their heeding God’s words (vv. 14, 16)? Am I always 
on the alert to all that would discourage me from 
obeying God? 

TUESDAY, MAY 23 

JEREMIAH 28 (1) Hananiah, using the same symbol- 
ism of the yoke, purports to give a message from the 
Lord. But how does it flatly contradict what God had 
already spoken through Jeremiah? Cf. vv. 2-3 with 
25:11 and v. 4 with 22:24-26. (2) Notice Jeremiah’s 
attitude. Was it belligerent or dogmatic or hasty? Re- 
member “the servant of the Lord must not strive” (II 
Tim. 2:24). Do I know when to go away without fur- 
ther words (v. 11)? And then do I go quietly to the 
Lord (v. 12) or gossip about my troubles to all and 
sundry? (3) How did the Lord Himself vindicate the 
truth of His word to Jeremiah? Note the two awful in- 
dictments against Hananiah (vv. 15-16). What is even 
worse than a rebellious heart? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 24 
JEREMIAH 29 (1) What did the Lord God desire the 


captives of His people to realize (v. 4)? Perhaps He 
wants me also to recognize His hand in all my circum- 
stances, even though it be a hand of chastisement for 
my own foolishness and sin. Ponder Heb. 12:11. (2) 
Besides telling them to settle down because there would 
be no early end to their captivity, what definite com- 
mand did the Lord lay upon these captives in relation 
to the city where they found themselves? So for us 
earth is not our true home—few of us will spend as 
many as seventy years more here. But while here God 
gives us a like command for a like purpose. Cf. v. 7 
with I Tim. 2:1-2. Have I neglected to obey Him in 
this? (3) Even a despot like Nebuchadnezzar (vv. 
21-22) with all his power to decree life and death (Dan. 
5:19) is the unconscious executive of God’s decrees. 
What comfort is there in this knowledge? 


THURSDAY, MAY 25 
JEREMIAH 30 (1) In studying the promises of Scripture 
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relating to the future, remember God’s word, “I have 
spoken it, I will also bring it to pass” (Isa. 46:11). 
It is infinitely worthwhile to consider (v. 24) the in- 
tents of God’s heart as He has revealed them. (2) Con- 
sider first the promise of Israel’s restoration as a na- 
tion, never again to be subject to foreign rule, with 
their own king ruling over them. Has this ever yet 
completely come to pass? How does the New Testa- 
ment interpret the king of v. 9? See Luke 1:32-33, 69 
and Acts 13:23. Does He reign now in my heart? (3) 
V. 22 represents the great longing of God’s heart and 
is reiterated again and again throughout the Bible. 
Cf. Rev. 21:3. How do I know it is meant to include 
me? See I Pet. 2:7-10. 


FRIDAY, MAY 26 
JEREMIAH 31:1-20 (1) Observe here the relationship 


God declares between Himself and Israel (v. 9). Though 
Israel was wayward and rebellious, yet ultimately God’s 
everlasting love will prevail to draw that son back into 
obedience. Cf. Rom. 11:26. Contrast the satisfaction of 
v. 14b with the dissatisfaction of 2:5. (2) Meditate on 
the glorious victory of v. 11, We too have been ran- 
somed from the hand of one stronger than ourselves. 
Who was that? See Heb. 2:14-15, and Mark 3:27. Is 
there anything too strong for my Deliverer? My tempt- 
ations, my heredity, my circumstances? Need I ever 
live in defeat? 

SATURDAY, MAY 27 

JEREMIAH 31:21-40 (1) The meaning of v. 22 is not 
entirely clear. Some say the “woman” refers to Israel 
herself who though weak is enabled of God to surround 
and vanquish a mighty man—her enemies. Others make 
it refer to the virgin birth, lit. “a woman shall encom- 
pass the mighty one.” (2) What was meant by the 
“sour grape” and the “teeth set on edge” in the proverb 
of v. 29? Cf. Ezek. 18:2 ff. Although God does visit 
the sins of the fathers upon the children who hate Him, 
yet He shews mercy to the children even of unjust 
fathers, who love Him. How then does this prove the 
statement of v. 30? (3) Note the blessings of the new 
covenant. Are they physical or spiritual? Note God 
speaks of a new way of enabling men to keep His 
eternal law. What way is that? Cf. Rom. 8:3-4. 
SUNDAY, MAY 28 

JEREMIAH 32:1-25 (1) The episode in this chapter took 
place just one year before the final destruction of Jeru- 
salem. Cf. v. 1 with II Kings 25: 2, 9-10. Why had 
Zedekiah put Jeremiah in prison? Could Jeremiah have 
avoided such treatment? How? Am I one who will 
obey God regardless of the cost or is my whole conduct 
regulated by an eye to my own security? (2) What led 
Jeremiah to the conviction that it was the Lord’s will 
for him to buy the field in Anathoth? Did it seem a 
wise thing to do from the natural viewpoint? Is that 
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my only standard? (3) What was Jeremiah’s perplexity 
(v. 25) ? His prayer shows he fully understood and ac- 
quiesced in one aspect of the seeming contradiction— 
the Chaldean judgment. If I cling to certainties, God 


will clear up the uncertainties. Cf. John 9:25. 
MONDAY, MAY 29 
JEREMIAH 32:26-44 (1) Observe in the Lord’s answer 


the significance of His opening question (v. 27). God 
will reveal Himself only to those who have implicit 
faith in Him. (2) In the first place (vv. 28-35) what 
does God reaffirm to His servant concerning Israel and 
Judah and Jerusalem? Then (vv. 36-44) what does He 
distinctly promise concerning this city in the future? 
Note in v. 42 how graciously God seeks to make Jere- 
miah understand the future as he has understood the 
past and present (v. 24). (3) Just as Jeremiah’s obe- 
dience to the Lord in refraining from marriage (16:2) 
was used as a sign of the coming judgment, so now his 
obedience in buying property (32: 44) is used as a 
sign of the coming restoration. Am I prepared to obey 
my Lord in all points even though I do not understand 
His reasons? See John 13:7. 

TUESDAY, MAY 30 

JEREMIAH 33 (1) In the midst of the siege and the de- 
pression of imprisonment there came to Jeremiah this 
marvelous revelation of God’s future blessing upon 
Israel. So to us in this generation who face the dread 
of an atomic war, what is the Lord’s message of cheer? 
Read Luke 21:25-28. (2) From prophecies such as vv. 
15-16 it is easy to see how the Jews of Christ’s time 
hoped He would become their king. Cf. John 6:15. So 
did the disciples (Acts 1:6). But now we know Christ 
is to come a second time not to suffer and die but to 
reign as supreme King. Read Rev. 19:11—20:4. (3) 
What is the particular aspect of God’s covenant of the 
day and night that He would have us remember in 
thinking of His promise to David concerning a son to 
reign upon his throne? 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 31 
JEREMIAH 34 (1) It seems that Zedekiah was not wholly 


bad. Perhaps for that reason God decreed he should die 
in peace and with some honor. He seems to have made 
an effort to have the people return to one of the law’s 
commands, concerning the servitude of their own 
people. See Deut. 15:12. (2) A solemn covenant was 
entered into, sealed by the sacrifice of a calf and by the 
passing of the persons pledging themselves between the 
halves of the victim (v. 18). Yet why did king and 
people vacillate so easily? V. 22 indicates a temporary 
lifting of the siege. Do I ever in time of trouble make 
some promise to the Lord, only to break it the moment 
the trouble appears to be alleviated? (3) God’s answer 


to such behavior is, “As you sow, you shall reap.” 
What kind of liberty did He promise? 
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“Through the bung hole!” 


BY DORIS LOUISE SEGER 


a COUNTRY DOCTOR stood beside the seventy-four- 
year-old man. 

“Now, doctor,” said the little man, “I have sent for 
you because people say you are an honest man and 
_ will tell them the truth. How is it?” 

“You are going to die.” 

Instantly the man on the bed shouted, “Glory! Glory 
to God! I shall soon be in heaven!” 

Then he added in a low tone, “When I get up there, 
shall I give them your compliments, doctor, and tell 
them you will be coming too?” 

Thus until his last breath, Billy Bray, Christian- 
extraordinary of Cornwall, England, sought to win men 
to the Lord whom he had served so joyfully for forty- 
five years. 

A miracle of God’s grace, “silly” Billy Bray—as he 
was dubbed by his less formal brethren—rose from 
nothingness to heights few men reach, and all the way 
he was shouting “Glory!” His exuberance in the Lord 
was matched by few saints in the history of Christianity. 

Because of his exhilaration he was often reprimanded 
by persons who thought he shouted too much. 

“If they were to put me into a barrel, I would shout 
glory out through the bung hole!” was Billy’s reply. 

Billy Bray, whose name became more familiar than 
any other from one end of Cornwall to the other, and 
whose Christian influence spread through all England, 
was born one hundred and fifty years ago in a tiny 
thatch-roofed cottage of the despised Methodists. But as 
a young man he slipped far from the teaching and 
influence of a godly grandfather. Running with a wild 
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crowd, he led a life of wickedness until he became a 
hopeless drunkard. Making his home above a beer shop, 
Billy would drink all night and be sick all day, much to 
the disgust of his wife and the torment of his own 
conscience. 

But there came a time of crisis. One day he picked 
up a copy of Bunyan’s Visions of Heaven and Hell, and 
what began as a cursory glance through the book be- 
came an intense perusal which God used to convict him 
of his dreadful sin. When he closed the book, he was 
shaking with the overpowering sense of hell in his soul. 
He got on his knees and, although he says he was “the 
worst of the lot,” the Lord saved him. The same grace 
which transformed a persecuting Saul into the renowned 
apostle—and a blaspheming tinker of Bedford into one 
of England’s most famous preachers—changed drunken, 
lascivious Billy Bray into a loving, consistent disciple 
of the Son of God. 

Soon after Billy was saved, a family of Irish folk 
moved into his neighborhood. Often he would bounce 
into their home and say, “Lord, save this dear little 
Irish woman.” It made her fiery temper flash. But soon 
she discovered that Billy—and others who had been 
reached by his testimony—was so transformed that she 
grew curious. Through his persistent efforts, the Irish 
lady and her whole family became Christians. 

Christianity to Billy was not a duty to be done. It 
was not just a privilege to be enjoyed in leisure hours, 
or a comfortable provision for “rainy days”; it was a 
life. He seemed charged with a divine electricity that 
changed all whom he touched. 
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A year after his conversion Billy began to preach. 
And no run-of-the-mill preacher, this. Crowds flocked 
to hear the wiry little man with the sharp eyes and 
decisive mouth softened by happy wrinkles and an 
almost-perpetual smile. 

“I am the bread of life,” he would quote, and then 
proceed in his own inimitable way. 

‘Precious loaf this! The patriarchs and prophets ate 
of this loaf and never found a bit of crust about it. The 
apostles and martyrs ate of this loaf, too, for many long 
years, and never found a bit of ‘vinny’ in it. And, bless 
the Lord! Poor old Billy Bray can eat it without teeth, 
and get fat on it.” 

There was such great excitement and confusion in his 
meetings, that some refined or overfastidious ones were 
shocked. Billy could not tolerate “deadness,” as he 
expressively put it, in either a Christian or a meeting. 
And though distasteful to some, his simple, warm 
preaching attracted hundreds who entered heartily into 
the spirit of the meetings. Nothing could silence his 
voice of praise, and when someone asked him, “Can’t 
you serve the Lord without making so much noise?” he 
replied, “It’s not my fault. If a person were to pour 
water into a basin already full, standing on a beautiful 
tablecloth, and it was splashing all about, you would 
not blame the basin; you would tell the person to stop 
pouring the water, as it was splashing all about, and 
you could not enjoy yourselves. I am only the vessel; 
my heavenly Father is pouring down the water of life 
freely and if you can’t bear it, call to Him not to pour 
so much.” 
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His preaching was effectual because he prayed much. 
By prayer he opened God’s hand when it was filled with 
blessings. By prayer he kept the devil under restraint. 
And the devil, to Billy, Martin Luther, George Fox, and 
John Bunyan, was a very real person. 


He always knelt in prayer before leaving for a serv- 
ice. “For if I don’t,” he would say, “the devil. will be 
scratching me on the way. When I get on my knees a 
minute or two before leaving I cut the devil’s old claws, 
and then he can’t harm me.” 


Knowing of his keen feeling about the Tempter, some 
young friends hid by the dark road which Billy traveled 
after a gospel service. As he reached the clump behind 
which they were stationed, one of them shouted in a 
terrible tone, “I’m the Devil up here in the hedge, 
Billy Bray!” 

“Bless the Lord!” shouted Billy, “I did not know 
thee wast so far away as that!” 

“Old Smutty-face knows where I live,” was a common 
saying of Billy’s regarding the Tempter of his soul. 

Always a poor man, he once felt that the Devil was 
chiding him because of a poor yield of potatoes, causing 
him to think the Lord didn’t care for him. He lifted up 
his eyes right out in the field and, as if speaking to a 
person, he shouted, “You say He doesn’t love me. Well, 
| have your character written in a Book at home—you’re 
a liar from the beginning. And I’m sorry to add that I 
used to have a personal acquaintance with you some 
years ago, and served you faithful as any poor wretch 
could. And all you gave me was nothing but rags to my 
back, a wretched home, an achin’ head, and the fear o’ 
hellfire to finish up with. And here’s my dear Father 
in heaven. I’ve been His servant for thirty years. And 
He’s given me a clean heart, an’ a soul full o’ joy, an’ a 
lovely suit o’ white as’ll never wear out; and He says 
that He’ll make a king o’ me before He’s done, and give 
me a palace to reign with Him for ever and ever.” 

With the constant question before him, “What can I 
do to be more acceptable in the sight of the Lord?” 
Billy worked wonders. He built chapels—and called 
himself the “‘ram’s horn” to provide a place where God’s 
‘silver trumpets” could sound forth. He won hundreds 
of men and women, boys and girls, to a saving knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ. He was completely fired 
with zeal for the honor of his Master. His great heart, 
so full of pity toward his fellow-men, reached all who 
came within sound of his voice, and friends and neigh- 
bors were never the same after a visit with Billy Bray. 
He was utterly fearless in dealing with the sins of others, 
but his wonderful tact was one of the most marked 
features of his character. Not a religious “chatterer,” he 
had such insight into people, such a sense of the fitness 
of things, such a power of putting truth in available 








form, that men learned to accept what he said without 
hesitation. 

Billy’s wit sparkled and flashed without apparent 
effort. His audiences would sit spellbound at his presen- 
tation of homely truths. Once, in speaking to a group of 
reputedly stingy Christians, he splashed before them 
a picture of heaven in all its splendor. Before he had 
finished, the misers, laden with gold, and sinking under 
its weight like a hippopotamus in a bed of mud, might 
be told that they could not be admitted to heaven until 
the keenest of angels had been appointed to watch them, 
for fear they should tear up the golden pavement to 
hug it to their bosoms in the vain hope of filling that 
mighty void which God alone can fill. 

With unfeigned humility and a continual sense of de- 
pendence upon God, this quaint soul-winner lived a full 
and useful life. To him all the promises of Christianity 
were true. He knew all its privileges were to be enjoyed. 
He was sure all its duties were to be performed. All its 
hopes and blessings were to be realized. This simple 
man, a member of the “Peerage of Poverty,” went to 
glory leaving behind a line of heavenly light, a trail of 
eternal glory. 

And who knows? Perhaps the doctor who attended 
his deathbed may be one of those who point to Billy 
Bray in heaven and say, “He led the way.” END 





THE REVIEW SHELF 
(Continued from inside front cover) 

Besides the matters it definitely covers, the book also 
faces a number of yet-unresolved difficulties squarely, 
pointing out that while satisfactory solutions may not 
be available at present for every problem, at least solu- 
tions are within the possibility of being arrived at 
through further knowledge. In any case, they do not 
affect the doctrine of the verbal inspiration of the 
Scriptures. —C. H. TROUTMAN 


A MAN CAN KNOW GOD 

By John Henry Strong. Judson Press, Philadelphia, 1949. 
169 pages. $2.00. 

The ten chapters of this book can best be described 
as essays, written out of a life of fellowship with God. 
Each is an entity in itself and yet in each there is the 
unifying subject of the experiential knowledge of God 
as indicated by the title, “A Man Can Know God.” 

Mr. Strong has traveled the road from doubt to certi- 
tude. Here is no theoretical exposition of the doctrine 
of assurance, yet the book is not just personal testimony, 
for the reader feels he is listening to one who has 
walked with God in shadow and sunshine and is hearing 
him speak from a wealth of experience of the Saviour 
he has come to know intimately. 

For the Christian university student, Mr. Strong has 
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a special appeal in that he has studied extensively on 
both sides of the Atlantic and has had personal ac- 
quaintance of some of Germany’s great Bible scholars. 
The subject of this book, the certitude and knowledge 
of God, is the problem of the Christian student in 
today’s secular university. While the writer at times 
may seem somewhat wordy, yet there is an atmosphere 
of cultured education and awareness which is both 
refreshing and enjoyable. —csw 


BOOKS RECEIVED: 

Givinc A REASON FoR Our Hope—Carl F. H. Henry. 
96 pages. W. A. Wilde (Boston). $1.50. In an attempt 
to answer university objections to Christian belief, the 
author deals with our knowledge of God and the 
Trinity; Christianity and its relation to non-Christian 
views. science, evil, history, and man’s nature; and such 
personal problems of the Christian as knowing God’s 
will, finding a wife, and the devotional life. 
UNINTERRUPTED SkY—Paul Hutchens. 192 pages. Van- 
Kampen Press (Wheaton, Illinois). $2.00. A  fast- 
moving novel wherein a marriage counselor’s second 
marriage goes wrong. In the course of one night he and 
his wife have a series of adventures which brings them 
to a new trust in Christ and into a new relationship 
with each other. 

THE Case AcGainst ComMmMunisM—Chester FE. Tulga. 61 
pages. Good News Publishers (Chicago). 25c (paper). 
This is the fifth in a series of booklets by the author on 
subjects of vital concern to Christians. Systematically 
organized and well documented, it is a valuable sum- 
mary of the basic tenets of communism analyzed in 
the light of the Scriptures. 

THE Passion FoR Souts—Oswald J. Smith. 128 pages. 
Marshall, Morgan & Scott, Ltd. (London & Edinburgh). 
5s. ($1.00). A collection of thirteen messages on world- 
wide evangelization and revival by the prolific writer- 
pastor of The Peoples Church, Toronto. 

THe Eicut First Worps oF THE RISEN SaviouR — 
George Elmer Theisz. 124 pages. Moody Press (Chi- 
cago). $1.00 (paper). A devotional study of the post- 
resurrection utterances of Christ written by a layman; 
notable more for its sincerity than for its exegesis. 
Wuo Do Men Say Tuat I Am?—T. Stanley Soltau. 
112 pages. Van Kampen Press (Wheaton). $1.50. In 
a well-packed volume, the author answers the question 
of the title with the verdicts of seventeen who came into 
contact with Jesus Christ during His earthly ministry. 
THe Great Worip Crisis—Douglas Ober (foreword - 
by Wilbur M. Smith). 141 pages. Van Kampen Press 
(Wheaton). $2.00. A study of the present world situ- 
ation in the light of Bible prophecy. Deals particularly 
with the Jew, Russia, Palestine, and’world dictatorship. 
Detailed charts included. 
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h Christianity declares itself to be a revealed way of sal- 31), while Paul pronounces it the essence of all virtue 

§ vation from sin; therefore, unless sin is a reality, (1 Corinthians 13) but also the sum of ali law (Romans 
Christianity is a delusion and a hoax and without 13:8-10). Man, consequently, living in fellowship with 

e excuse for existence. Well, then, what is sin? God was to live in love, viewing his creatural status 

t- James Orr, a great Scotch theologian of the last (“thou shalt not eat”) as a limitation dictated by loving 

d century, defined sin as that which absolutely ought not Wisdom. John expresses all of this with inspired sim- 

d to be. The Westminster Catechism teaches that it is plicity: “He that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God” 

. any transgression of God’s will or any failure wholly (I John 4:16). 

e to conform ourselves to that will. The Apostle John But man, a free creature, in proud self-love refused 
writes: “Sin is the transgression of the law,” and again to continue in this love-relationship with God, to yield 

l he says, “All unrighteousness is sin” (I John 3:4; Him loving obedience, to accept gladly his own creat- 


5:17). James asserts, “To him that knoweth to do 
good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin” (James 4:17). 
Paul affirms: “Whatsoever is not of faith 
(Romans 14:23). 

Now, in an attempt to explain these statements, let 
us begin with the fact that “God is love” (I John 4:8, 
16). And because holy love is God’s very nature, He 
brought man into existence as a free creature, Gcd’s 
own image-bearer, so that He and man might abide 
together in a holy fellowship of love. But since love 
cannot be coerced, man was created free—endowed 
with powers and capacities above other created life 
(Genesis 2:19-20), granted dominion over nature 
(Genesis 1:26), and invited to eat the fruit of all the 
Edenic trees except one (Genesis 2:16-17). Yet at the 
same time, man was a creature—forbidden to eat the 
fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
(Genesis 2:17). That one limitation was a reminder 
of his creaturehood, a status which he should have 
joyfully accepted in loving submission. God, then, cre- 
ated man a free creature whose unique privilege it was 
to abide in a holy fellowship of love with his Creator— 
if in his freedom he chose to have it so! 

Hence, love for God, which involved submissive 
obedience to Him, was to be the fundamental law of 
existence. Indeed, Jesus Christ calls love the first and 
great commandment (Matthew 22:36-39; Mark 12:29. 
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ural status. He determined to throw off all limitation. 
He desired to be like God. Succumbing to the temp- 
tation, “ye shall be as gods,” he became a rebel, dis- 
obeyed God—and ate the fruit of the prohibited tree. He 
disavowed the theonomy (God’s rule) of love and in 
egotistic pride chose a God-defying autonomy (self- 
rule). See Genesis 3:5-7. He sinned. 

Sin, therefore, can be understood only as we have a 
knowledge of God’s nature as holy love and His cre- 
ative purpose of love. For sin, on the one hand, is 
defective, a hateful lack of love toward God, which 
breeds in man’s heart its evil progeny of unbelief, 
titanic revolt, and spiritual indifference. On the other 
hand, sin is also affective, a hateful self-love, which 
produces arrogance, greed, and lustful self-indulgence, 
by which men degenerate into “lovers of their own 
selves,” “lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God” 
(Il Timothy 3:2, 4). Study Romans 1:21-32 for Paul’s 
remarkable analysis of man’s whole pride-inspired 
movement away from God. 

Sin, then, in its hateful defect of love for God and 
its hateful excess of self-love produces three terrifying 
results: 

It catapults man into shattering collision with God— 
for man in sin, aspiring to be his own god, sets himself 
against God’s creative purpose. Man therefore grieves 
God, displeases Him, and calls forth His wrath—the 





steady, unrelenting opposition of His power to every- 
thing which frustrates the purpose of His love. 

Sin also hurls man into shattering collision with his 
fellows. Consider the appalling sickness of civilization, 
and the tensions and tragedies of man’s relationships 
with man. Failing to love God, man fails to love his 
neighbor as he ought. And thus crime—any offense 
against society—has sin as its root. 

Moreover, sin brings man into shattering collision 
with himself. Estranged from the Source of joy and 
peace and power, he is miserable, frustrated, morally 
impotent, and self-divided—as modern psychology 
strikingly testifies. Failing to love God, he fails to love 
himself rightly. And thus vice—any offense against 
one’s self—has sin as its root. 

Apostasy from divine love—that is sin. And no man 
can realize the’ sheer heinousness of such revolt until 
he beholds the Cross where infinite Love in the person 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, paid the terrible price 
of sin and cancelled the debt of infinite guilt. Only the 
man who kneels in penitent faith at Calvary can really 
know what sin is. END 


(Questions for this column should be addressed to His, 
“Since You Asked” Editor, 1444 N. Astor, Chicago 10.) 


RECENT LIVES OF CHRIST 
(Continued from page 14) 

of their God, gave him the supreme name they knew to 
express transcendent greatness, Messiah, and after Cal- 
vary they were victoriously confirmed in their adoration 
of him by their faith in his resurrection and their ex- 
perience of his living presence. That is the astounding 
fact with which the Christian church began.” 

With just this statement, one would believe that Dr. 
Fosdick was pleading the case for evangelical Chris- 
tianity; but not so. He is, absolutely, without com- 
promise, opposed to anything that could be called super- 
natural in the incarnate life of Christ. He denies the 
Virgin Birth again and again, insisting that Joseph was 
the father of Jesus, and then brings up the silly and 
now outworn argument — which he developed in his 
earlier work, The Understanding of the Bible—that the 
virgin-birth concept was floating about the world, so 
that “Plato was said to be virgin born, and Alexander 
the Great, and Pythagoras,” etc. Yes, it is true some 
said these men were virgin born, but few believed it, 
and no intelligent man believes it today. Dr. Fosdick’s 
denial of the virgin birth is particularly significant in 
the light of his praise of St. Luke. He says that “Luke 
undertook the writing of his Gospel with intellectual 
conscientiousness” (p. 37), and then adds, “Luke had 
ample opportunity to get at firsthand testimony con- 
cerning Jesus’ life and ministry” (p. 39). Now if Luke 
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is so dependable, and was a physician besides, and a 
Gentile, how does it happen that the only full account 
of the virgin birth of Christ should be in the introduc- 
tion to the Gospel written by Dr. Luke? 


That Jesus performed miracles, acts of God different 
from what men can do today, Dr. Fosdick denies. He 
says that Jesus “did not think that a spiritual mes- 
sage could be authenticated by a wonder-work, or that 
men and women, unconvinced by truth’s appeal, could 
be savingly persuaded by a miracle.” In fact, he says 
that “Jesus saw that wonder-works were not convincing; 
they proved nothing and did not necessarily lead to any 
good consequence.” This is wholly contrary to the clear 
testimony of the very words of Jesus, which Dr. Fos- 
dick chooses here to ignore, e.g., Luke 7:22; John 5: 
36; 10:25; 15:24; Matthew 11:21-23. 

About the resurrection of Christ, Dr. Fosdick strangely 
has almost nothing at all to say. He throws the whole 
matter into a footnote at the end of the work, where 
he says, “On problems associated with Jesus’ resurrec- 
tion, see The Mission and Message of Jesus by Major, 
Manson. and Wright.” Now if you turn to this work, 
you will discover that it is an absolute denial of the 
fact of the resurrection. Dr. Fosdick refers also to his 
own book, A Guide to Understanding the Bible. In 
that book he said, “Certainly if the idea of Jesus’ risen 
life started with any factual elements associated with an 
empty tomb, that element was never clearly visualized, 
even in the imagination of the first disciples, and is now 
confused for us in narratives that contradict each other 
in every important detail.” 

When some passage in the Gospels seems to Dr. Fos- 
dick contrary to what he thinks Jesus Himself must 
have said, he insists that the passage was inserted after 
Christ’s ministry; thus, he does not believe that Jesus 
referred to Jonah’s being delivered from a great fish as 
an argument for His resurrection, but that it is “a re- 
flection of the post-resurrection church.” He does not 
believe that the sharp criticisms of Jesus regarding the 
Jews are genuine. At the same time he dismisses what 
is called the “Little Apocalypse,” that is, the Olivet 
Discourse, as found in Mark 13, which he says “repre- 
sents a collection of predictions attributed to Jesus, 
modified to suit known history when the Gospel was 
written.” The Great Commission Jesus could not have 
uttered, according to Dr. Fosdick. Even Mark 9:31-32, 
a prediction of His death and resurrection, the author 
says “almost certainly reveals a retrospective, post-re- 
surrection view of the first disciples’ thinking.” 

Fosdick’s great emphasis falls, and that is as it had 
been in his writings for thirty-five years, on what we 


would call “the masculine personality” of Jesus of Gal- 
ilee. Dr. Fosdick says, and I think rightly, that “The 
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‘gentle Jesus, meek and mild,’ who satisfies the imagin- 
ation of many moderns, cannot explain what happened 
in Galilee. He was exciting, uncompromising, stormy, 
formidable.” Later he speaks of His temperament as 
“vital, dynamic, exuberant.” Well, He was that, surely, 
but a mere dynamic personality, vibrant with energy 
and inexhaustible resources, would be only a rebuke to 
many men and women. What does Jesus have to say to 
the weak, to the sick, to the heartbroken, to those who 
have been on the wheel of misfortune, to those who are 
in sin, to those with broken bodies and polluted minds, 
and to the helpless? There is nothing here, absolutely 
nothing, from the first page to the last, about Christ’s 
bringing men to God, about the remission of sins, the 
forgiveness of sins, or His power to deliver men from 
sin, to cleanse the heart or mind. There is nothing here 
like that. And what are these “adequate resources of 
inner power’? In some ways Christ for Dr. Fosdick 
is hardly more than the ideal Rotarian. 


We must now turn to the subject of the death of 
Christ. First of all, it should be noted that in the in- 
dex, which for subjects-alone covers ten columns, there 
is no reference to death, sacrifice, atoning blood, or 
propitiation. Dr. Fosdick admits that the disciples saw 
Christ “as their people had never seen him, as a sac- 
rificial Saviour, his blood ‘poured out for many.’” 
However, Dr. Fosdick cannot finish that paragraph be- 
fore he brings criticism against this idea, saying, “Never- 
theless, they combined this idea of a martyred Messiah 
with the apocalyptic picture of a superhuman Son of 
Man, awaiting in heaven the appointed hour for his 
victorious return.” Now inasmuch as Dr. Fosdick 
frequently ridicules the hope of the soon return of 
Christ (I have counted eleven references to this in these 
pages) he means to imply here that the concept of the 
disciples of a sacrificial Saviour is as unsound as that 
of “a superhuman Son of Man.” He then goes on to 
quote Mark 10:33-34, Christ’s prediction about His 
death and resurrection, and says that “This passage al- 
most certainly reveals a retrospective post-resurrection 
view of the first disciples’ thinking, and also the fact 
that not at first did they incorporate into their concept 
of Jesus’ messiahship the figure of the heavenly Son of 
Man.” As soon as one reads a statement like this, he 
asks himself the question, What about Christ’s own 
words at the Last Supper concerning His blood shed 
for the remission of sins (cf. Mark 14:24)? This can 
hardly be said to be “a post-resurrection reflection of 
the disciples.” Well, Dr. Fosdick does not talk about 
these verses. He does not even refer to the Last Sup- 
per. And here is the subtle danger of this book—it does 
not present the evidence of the Gospels in any full and 
adequate way, but only uses what will emphasize his 
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WE COMMUNISTS .. . 


“We communists,” boasted a devotee of Karl 
Marx in Warsaw, Poland, to a Christian recent- 
ly, “possess what the early Christians had, a 
missionary spirit! But modern Christians have 
lost it altogether."—Quoted by Friends of Israel 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 





theories and disregards what would tend to contradict 
his statements. Dr. Fosdick never refers to Mark 15:39, 
but he gives adequate treatment to the two verses that 
follow. When writing the chapter on what the disciples 
taught, of course Dr. Fosdick omits the words of Simon 
Peter on the blood of Christ in his first epistle, and 
also the words of John the Apostle in his first epistle 
on the subject of the blood of Christ being shed for the 
remission of sins. 

Our author himself is conscious of a problem which 
he nowhere solves, or even attempts to solve. He con- 
fesses in the beginning of his book that the idea “That 
the later Christian community created the major fea- 
tures of Jesus’ life and teaching, as portrayed in the 
Gospels, meets increasing incredulity.” Consequently, 
when he wants to construct a portrait of Jesus stripped 
of all supernatural elements and avoiding any faith in 
His work of vicarious atonement, Dr. Fosdick must 
either ignore the important passages bearing on these 
fundamental truths, or he must dismiss them as not 
authentic. Toward the end of the book he even admits 
that “the flaming faith that in some special sense Jesus 
was the Son of God, without which the first church is 
inconceivable, and which burns throughout the earliest 
known documents used in their composition, was surely 
no improvisation of a later generation” (p. 179). If it 
was not an “improvisation of a later generation,” what 
was it? It was the deepest conviction of those who had 
seen and heard Him. This conviction they preached, and 
by that preaching they turned the world upside down. 
For that faith they went to the martyr’s death, singing. 
On that faith the impregnable Church of Christ has 
been built. And nothing known to man, even modern 
man, can be shown sufficient cause for abandoning the 
position of faith in the redeeming work and the Lord 
Jesus Christ’s present exalted position at the right hand 
of God. 

In concluding these reviews, I would like to take the 
privilege of stating here what I have recently written 
for the Library Bulletin of the Fuller Theological 
Seminary concerning the strange dearth of great lives 
of Christ at the present time. 

One is probably underestimating rather than exagger- 
ating when he says that since 1900 there have been not 

(Continued on page 30, column 2) 
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e McGill University’s IVCF (Montreal) held an- 
other in its succession of annual ski week ends over 
the New Year’s holiday period. Staff member Bill 
Steeper came back from Manitoba and former staff 
member Pete Aykroyd from Toronto to join thirty-two 
others who went north of Montreal to Morin Heights 
for three days of Bible study and winter recreation. 
The three directed Quiet Times after breakfast consid- 
ered three well-known passages: John 21, Isaiah 40, and 
Luke 15; and then after the noon meal, the group met 
as a whole to discuss together the things they had 
learned individually during the morning Quiet Time. 
Instead of the usual Sunday evening talk, Bill Steeper 
led in a discussion on how one could be certain of hav- 
ing received Christ as Saviour. Several contributed per- 
sonal testimonies along this line, and this session proved 
the final means, under God, whereby three who were 
present came into a certainty of their own salvation. 

e From the lowa State IVCF comes word of a newly 


formed Bible study for international students which meets in 
the home of a Chinese couple. 

e Plans for making contact with freshmen and other 
new students at the opening of the fall term should be 
made this month rather than during the summer or just 
before classes resume in the fall. 

e@ More than fifty teachers from New York and northern 
New Jersey attended a recent monthly meeting of the 
Teachers Christian Fellowship at the Montclair (New Jersey) 
YMCA. Mr. Jacob Stam, Christian lawyer of Paterson, New 
Jersey spoke on the topic of New Jersey state law cn Bible 
reading in the public schools. The title of his message was 
“Five Verses from the Old Testament Without Comment.” 
The lively discussion which followed Mr. Stam’'s talk carried 
on into the refreshment period! Teachers who attended 
represented day nurseries, Christian day and residence 
schools, grammar schools, high schools, and colleges. 

e Boston colleges and universities have worked out 
an efhcient system for carrying on their monthly area 
meetings. Last spring, two representatives from each 
of the Boston IVCF chapters met together to form a 
workable Area Committee that would take care of plan- 
ning and conducting the monthly meetings. The first 
step was to select four officers: president, vice-president, 
secretary, and treasurer. The president works with the 
area staff member in planning the meetings and secur- 
ing speakers; he also assigns the various parts of the 
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monthly meeting to the schools in the area; once a 
month he calls a meeting of the Area Committee for 
discussion, planning, and prayer. The vice-president 
has charge of publicity for the monthly meetings. The 
secretary corresponds with the speakers and sees to the 
mailing of the publicity material to the area chap- 
ters and groups as well as to individual student con- 
tacts outside of recognized groups. The treasurer re- 
ceives the income, makes disbursements, and keeps 
check on the regularly pledged amounts from the chap- 
ters. 

At the monthly meeting itself, various students take 
some part on the program. Personal testimonies, Bible 
reading, book reviews, hints on how to get more out of 
Bible study, International student reports on Christian 
activities in their native countries—all these make the 
area meeting for college students by college students. 

e@ Michigan Tech Christian Fellowship has been recently 
recognized as an affiliate chapter of the IVCF. It is located 
on the campus of the Michigan College of Mining and Tech- 
nology, Houghton. 

e On the budget of the IVCF chapter at the Univer- 
sity of Southern California, fifty per cent of the income 
is automatically designated for missions. 

e The Friday noon missionary meeting of the University 
of Kansas has meant an earnest challenge to many students 
who had not given serious thought to the need of the world’s 
mission fields. Missionary Secretary James Sommerville has 
arranged this year’s programs, which have included mission- 
ary speakers, student speakers, and tape recordings of help- 
ful missionary messages. The latter part of each meeting is 
spent in prayer for specific missionary needs. Since the meet- 
ing takes place during the noon hour, students who attend 
contribute what they would have spent for lunch to IVCF 
foreign work among students. During the fall semester, 
$173.26 was given in this way. 

e At a recent school party, the Teachers Christian 
Fellowship at Saskatoon Normal found a unique way of 
showing fellow students that—although they do not 
dance—they are not “stand-offish.” They arrived just 
in time to serve the refreshments and wash the dishes 
—all decked out in dainty aprons and caps and wear- 
ing a tag bearing the letters “T-C-F.” Secretary Wilma 
Schmidt reports that several members of the student 
body were heard to remark that they would like to join 
such a group. 
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e Over a hundred students attended a lecture, ‘‘Is 
Christianity Practical on the Campus?” in the Physics Lecture 
Hall at Kansas State College—even though the only way 
regular IVCFers could get in was by bringing a friend along. 
The only preliminary was the introduction of the speaker, 
Staff Member Eugene Thomas. Following the lecture, members 
and visitors all had a good chance to get acquainted with 
each other while enjoying the refreshments. 

e Now in its fourth year, the TCF Times (Temple 
Christian Fellowship, Philadelphia) is one of several 
chapter periodicals in the U.S. and Canada doing a 
valuable piece of work in unifying a good-sized group 
and giving voice to the united testimony. The Times 
is a mimeographed one-page semi-monthly publication, 
neatly laid out, and contains a significant editorial, an- 
nouncements of coming events, together with brief re- 
ports of past activities. 

e@ While Joseph Bayly, IVCF Regional Secretary for the 
East, was visiting the Midwest area the latter part of Jan- 
vary, he spent three days at the University of Chicago and 
a week end at the University of Illinois. In Chicago, he lived 
at International House and enjoyed excellent opportunities 
of meeting many students informally. He spoke at various 
meetings of these two chapters and counseled with officers 
and members. It was a rare pleasure both for Mr. Bayly and 
the two chapters as he normally confines his activities to the 
East. 


e While several schools in a given territory some- 
times go together in publishing a monthly schedule of 
prayer requests, the Campus Christian Fellowship of 
Franklin and Marshall College (Lancaster, Pennsyl- 
vania) compiles and circulates a monthly prayer letter 
of its own. The prayer letter is a single mimeographed 
sheet containing over a dozen items for praise and pe- 
tition—and the “praise” list is usually the longer of the 
two. 

e@ For the week beginning March 6, the IVCF at lowa 
State conducted the daily fifteen-minute morning devotional 
program, ‘‘Matins,’’ over WOl. Six members of the chapter 
each took one of the series which developed several 
aspects of the person and work of Jesus Christ: Son of God, 
Man of Sorrows, Redeemer, Foundation, Shepherd, and 
Blessed Hope. 

e Students at University of Missouri would appre- 
ciate the prayers of other IVCF chapters and groups 
concerning the establishment of a Christian witness at 
its Rolla campus (school of mines and metallurgy). 
Since the IVCF staff member, Anne Beguin, knew it 
would be difficult for her to make contacts there among 
the predominantly male student body, one of the Mis- 
souri fellows, Nils Oldberg, went with her recently and 
spent some time there. They met several Christian stu- 
dents and encouraged them to band together for prayer 
and Bible study. 


e@ On the first week end of February, IVCF alumni from 
a number of the Canadian universities went to Morin Heights, 
Quebec (where McGill had its year-end conference), for a 
time of recreation and real spiritual fellowship. Their specific 
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purpose was to consider together ‘‘the place and function of 
God's Holy Spirit in our lives and our response to His in- 
dwelling."’ The group came from varied walks of life— 
engineering, chemistry, business, teaching, medicine, nursing, 
and social work. 

Regional Secretary Joseph Bayly led the first session into 
a consideration of the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. 
The next two sessions were given over to discussion of helps 
and hindrances in witnessing. In order to make these ses- 
sions as effective as possible, the entire group of alumni 
was divided into two—the one group consisting of those 
whose professions deal mostly with things: the engineers, 
chemists, and stenographers; and the other group consisting 
of those who deal mainly with people: the doctors, nurses, 
and social workers. In the first group were those whose 
witness was mostly to fellow workers, and in the second 
group those whose witness was largely to patients and 
clients as well as colleagues. This proved to be a wise 
and helpful division, and many valuable ideas were brought 
forward in the discussion. The need for a complete reliance 
on the Holy Spirit as to the time and place of initiating the 
witness to a patient or client or fellow worker was strongly 
emphasized. 


e At the Rhode Island School of Design this year, 
only three Christians returned for the opening term, 
and they quickly realized that their only hope for 
growth as a group was the addition of some new Chris- 
tians. So they began to pray for conversions, and very 
shortly one of their friends accepted the Lord Jesus as 
Saviour. With this encouragement, the girls decided to 
spend more time in prayer and so gave up one lunch 
period a week to spend the time praying. When the 
fall conference for New England was in prospect, these 
girls began to pray definitely that the Lord would lead 
them to invite only those students who would accept 
the Lord at the conference. Only two non-Christian 
students were able to go: the first one received Christ 
as her Saviour before the end of the conference; the 
second one acknowledged Him after returning to the 
campus the evening the conference ended. 

e@ When the Christian Nurses Fellowship of the Columbia 
University, Presbyterian Hospital division gave a showing 
of the Moody Institute of Science film, ‘‘Dust or Destiny,’’ one 
hundred fifty nurses came to see it; the result has been an 
increased interest in CNF on the part of student nurses who 
had not been previously contacted. Some of them have begun 
the IVCF Bible study on the life of Peter. 

e Staff members and students who attended the re- 
cent week-end conference in Colorado (around 120 in 
all) are rejoicing in the goodness of the Lord. So far 
as they can tell, ten students made definite professions 
of faith during the conference, and one immediately 
after. The beginning of the following week, a student 
who had not even attended the conference was led to 
saving faith in Christ by another student. 

Every Colorado school with an Inter-Varsity group 
or chapter was represented at the conference—a fine 
record! And the great majority of the active Christian 
students who attended had spent time in prayer prepa- 








ration—not merely general prayer for conference bless- 
ings, but very specific prayer for the salvation of in- 
dividual friends and for a re-awakening of several 
“sleepy Christians” to their responsibilities to the Lord 
and to others. God gave these earnest students the great 
joy of seeing their specific prayer very specifically an- 
swered during the conference. 

At Colorado A & M, which has several of the new 
Christians in its midst, mature Christians are doing an 
important work in helping to establish them in the basic 
things of Christian doctrine and living through prayer 
and Bible study—each young Christian receiving indi- 
vidual instruction from an older one. 

e@ A member of the CNF at St. Luke’s Hospital in St. Louis 
writes about their group as follows: ‘‘The Lord has been very 
good to us in that there are 6-8 real Christians in the pre- 
clinical class who desire to go on with the Lord. We have 
been meeting weekly for a devotional time with as many 
as 25 girls on some occasions. About two of us meet for 
prayer each morning at 6:30. Plans are being made for pro- 
curing Bible study material, for weekly study of the Word. 
. . . We are praising the Lord for the excellent start He has 
given us. Our stand for Christ has been much easier than 
any of us expected before entering nursing—the girls even 
wait until we ask the table blessing before they talk to us.”’ 

e Over 500 students, IVCF staff members, and mis- 
sionaries attended the first North Central Regional IVCF 
Missionary Conference in Detroit on February 18-19. 
Regional Secretary Cleo W. Buxton, Staff Member 
James Nyquist, and the Wayne University IVCF chap- 
ter which played host to the conference, had hoped for 
around 300 students from Michigan and the immediate 
surrounding states. But the enthusiastic response 
brought a student from as far away as Missouri as well 
as a delegation of about seventy from Toronto, Canada. 

The opening session was held in conjunction with the 
annual missionary conference of vigorous, evangelistic 
Highland Park Baptist Church, which also provided re- 
gistration headquarters for the conventioneers. At this 
session four missionary speakers representing Latin 
America, China, India, and Africa presented the needs 
of the world’s mission fields. Dr. Ray Buker of the Con- 
servative Baptist Foreign Mission Society brought the 
message of summary. 

After supper together at Webster Hall, students went 
to Detroit’s Music Hall, where Dr. W. Robert Smith of 
University of Dubuque brought @ stirring message, 
showing how the command of Christ to preach the gos- 
pel to all nations is binding not just on missionaries 
and prospective missionaries but actually on every 
Christian. Students were quartered in homes all over 
the city Saturday night and attended morning worship 
service with their hosts on Sunday morning. Following 
dinner in Webster Hall, the group convened in St. 
Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral where Dr. Smith brought 
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the closing message of the conference, outlining five 
reasons for missions. Following the message, Mission- 
ary Secretary Wesley Gustafson presented the mission- 
ary purpose and prayer cards, explaining their function. 
The fact that a considerable number of these cards have 
heen signed and sent to the missionary department since 
the conference indicates that God’s Spirit did a deep 
and earnest work in the hearts of many of those who 
attended. 


(The deadline for the October HIS is August 10. Contribu- 
tions for thisicolumn are wanted and should be submitted to 
the News of the Campus Editor, 1444 North Astor, Chicago 10, 
Illinois.) 
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RECENT LIVES OF CHRIST 
(Continued from page 27) 

less than 4000 titles published in English directly relat- 
ing to the person, work and influence of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; and yet I believe one can say that only one 
truly outstanding work has originated (in Protestant 
circles) either in Great Britain or on the North Ameri- 
can continent attempting to present fully the entire life 
and ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ on earth. (1 am 
not here including important foreign works, e.g. 
Borchert’s The Original Jesus.) It was forty-five years 
ago that the first edition of the late Professor David 
Smith’s /n the Days of His Flesh appeared. In the latter 
part of the nineteenth century we had three great works 
on Christ, each in two massive volumes—the works by 
Edersheim, Geikie, and Farrar. No work has appeared 
of such comprehensiveness and influence—even includ- 
ing David Smith’s volume—for the last sixty years. 
With all the vast amount of literature that has appeared 
since that time concerning the Gospels, and such sub- 
jects as the eschatology of Jesus, His parables, the title 
“the Son of Man,” and His deity, such a work is long 
overdue; and I believe if it were rightly done, written 
with some brilliance, resting on sound scholarship, it 
would have a phenomenal sale and influence. 

This reminds me of something else—and I would be 
glad to hear from any person who would like to send in 
a communication on this—why is it that in our own 
country we have not had a great life of Christ (probably 
a number of liberals would here disagree with me) for 
nearly ninety years?—not since Samuel J. Andrews 
gave us in its first edition (1862) his truly epochal The 
Life of Our Lord Upon Earth. Stevens and Burton in 
Harmony of the Gospels said this was “a work into 
which has gone a lifetime of scholarly research and to 
which all students of the life of Christ are under large 
obligation.” Why is it that not for ninety years has any- 
thing appeared in this country of equal importance on 
the life of our Lord? END 


(This is the second in a series of two articles on recent lives of 


Christ.) 
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m The building pictured at the right is the new 

B: permanent home of the U. S. [VCF—a direct 

rs answer to the prayers of the many friends of 

d the Fellowship. For the ten years of 

T its ministry in the U. S., the organization has 

s been pretty much at the mercy of rental agencies; 

) at the same time, the office force has been 

d slowly expanding along with IVCF’s steady 

| erowth until it has completely outgrown its third 
quarters. These combined factors made a 

permanent, good-sized headquarters building a 

: “must.” Last year, students and other friends 

, of the Fellowship joined their prayers with those of 

staff and board members, that God in His own 


, time and way would provide for this 
critical need. The building at 1444 North Astor 
is God’s answer, made possible by Harriette D. 
Weyerhaeuser in memory of her husband, the late 
Frederick Edward Weyerhaeuser, who was a 
member of the IVCF Board of Directors. 

Other gifts have been used toward 

making this former residence suitable 
for IVCF’s occupancy. Last month, Inter-Varsity 
moved into its new home, thanking the Lord 
for His provision and looking to Him for the 
supply of what is yet needed. Friends of 
the Fellowship are invited to visit any time. 
The building is located near Lake Shore Drive 
and North Avenue on Chicago’s near north side. 
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chocolate soldiers 


in soldiers 


and real soldiers 





BY J. C. MACAULAY 


= ARE several kinds of soldiers. The chocolate 
soldier, for example, who is very sweet; but if you put 
him where the battle is hot, he completely disintegrates. 
There is also the tin soldier, who makes a beautiful 
showing but is absolutely powerless to defend anything. 

The only soldier worth talking about, after all, is the 
real soldier—one who has been trained in the art of 
warfare, who knows how to use his weapons, who can 
endure the muck and stench and terror of battle, who 
can go out to meet the enemy. 

The Bible has something to say about the Christian 
as a soldier. The Apostle Paul, as the King James trans- 
lators have it, put it this way: “Thou therefore endure 
hardness [hardship] as a good soldier of Jesus Christ” 
(II Timothy 2:3). But these translators didn’t do justice 
to the prefix on the verb. The word actually means 
“endure hardness along with.” But that’s rather incom- 
plete too. Some have put it this way: “Take your share 
of hardship,” because the Apostle Paul was not inviting 
young Timothy to stand all alone in the hardships of 
warfare. The little prefix indicated that he weuld not 
be alone: there would be others with him. 
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Moreover, I have an idea that what the Apostle 
Paul really meant when he put in that little prefix of 
the verb was this: “Endure hardship along with me.” 
And I’m very sure that Timothy would read it that way. 
For when he got this letter from the aged Paul, he 
would immediately think of all the hardships that that 
great veteran of Jesus Christ had gone through; and he 
would just feel that the aged Paul was saying to him, 
the young campaigner, “Now, young fellow, you step 
up beside me, and let’s do this thing together. Endure 
hardships along with me!” It’s great to have somebody 
with you when you have to endure. I’m glad the Apostle 
Paul put in that little prefix to tell all of us to whom 
this message comes, “You're not alone in this thing! 
Come now, stand beside all your comrades who are 
enduring hardships as good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” 
A POWERFUL ENEMY 

We remind ourselves, then, that the Christian is 
engaged in real warfare. Real warfare! We’re not just 
going through motions like the tin soldier. We’re en- 
gaged in war. In the sixth chapter of Ephesians we are 
told something about this warfare. “We wrestle not 
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against flesh and blood, but against the principalities, 
against the powers, against the rulers of this world’s 
darkness, against hosts of wicked spirits in the heaven- 
lies.” It’s a spiritual warfare. I’m glad that the Apostle 
reminded us that we are not wrestling with flesh and 
blood. We’re so ready to fight each other. But that’s not 
our warfare. Our warfare is in the spiritual realm. Did 
you know that there were spiritual forces in this world 
that influence us continually? We are given a sort of 
catalogue of them here: the principalities, the powers, 
the rulers of this world’s darkness, the hosts of wicked 
spirits in the heavenlies. Now just because we don’t see 
them is no proof that they don’t exist. The things that 
are not seen are in many respects more real than the 
things that are seen. 


And we are given another catalogue of our adversa- 
ries: the world, the flesh, and the devil. 


The world! What’s the world? This beautiful world 
that God has created? No. The world of mankind? No. 
Well, what world? What is that world that is spoken of 
in the New Testament which is our enemy and against 
which we must be on constant guard? It’s a spirit that is 
everywhere, that spirit which seeks to get our eyes off 
the Lord Jesus and on to things of this present time— 
that spirit which tries to make the eternal things unreal 
to us and the temporal things everything—that spirit 
which seeks to diminish our love for Christ and stir 
our love for passing things. 


This spirit that’s called the world operates in so 
many ways! Sometimes we think of the world in terms 
of certain amusements, and we catalogue these amuse- 
ments, and say, “These things are worldly and thereforz 
the Christian should not engage in them.” And certain it 
is that these things are responsible for cooling the ardor 
of many Christians. But you know, we can be very rigid 
about not going to shows, dancing, playing cards, and a 
lot of other things, and still be very worldly. We can b2 
very worldly in regard to cultural things and become so 
absorbed in them that we’re worldly—things which in 
themselves are very good. Take good music, for in- 
stance. We can be very worldly about good music. Or 
about art. We can become very worldly about our 
homes, acting as if this were the final home and we 
didn’t have a home above. We can become very worldly 
about our work, and be so absorbed in the business of 
this present world that we forget that we have heavenly 
business too. Yes, the world seeks to get in at us from 
every angle—anything to get our eyes away from Christ 
and our hearts weaned away from His love. 


The flesh! What’s the flesh? This that I pinch? Not 
that. That’s physical. But flesh also is a spiritual thing. 
It has been suggested that if we just turn that word 
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backward and strike off the “h,” we'll get the meaning 
of the word “flesh”—self! That’s the flesh. Did you 
know that you’re your own worst enemy? And the more 
you pamper yourself, the more you’re being defeated. 
And—as with the world—self expresses itself in so 
many forms, seeking to bring us into subjection. With 
some it’s pride, with some it’s carnal indulgence, with 
some it’s sensitiveness. It has many forms, this ugly 
enemy of ours called the flesh or self. 


And, the Devil. I think that all the first list could 
come under the category of the Devil, for he’s the leader 
of them all—of the principalities and the powers and 
the rulers of this world’s darkness and the hosts of 
wicked spirits in the heavenlies. He is their chief who 
directs their operations. Through the Devil and his 
agents, how often the mind of the Christian is depressed, 
and the heart of the Christian is thrown into a flurry or 
panic! Or, the Christian finds himself being pushed 
toward some sin, as if he were being thrown over a 
precipice. 

One thing a good soldier ought to do is take the 
measure of his enemy. Isn’t it strange at the beginning 
of every war, that we get the idea we’re going to smash 
the enemy within three months? We think they’re no 
good, they have no strength, they don’t know how to 
fight. We can do it—it’s going to be all over in a few 
months! Then we suddenly discover that the enemy we 
thought so light of has far more punch than we ever 
realized. It takes years to do the job. A military expert 
has put down the defeats of Germany to this very thing, 
declaring that Germany has always underestimated her 
foes. It’s a dangerous thing to underestimate the enemy. 
As Christians, we ought to understand what kind of 
enemy we're up against—the world, the flesh, the Devil. 


But if we stopped there, we certainly would be in a 
panic—because any one of these is far too strong for us. 
Left to ourselves, the world could just suck us in at any 
minute. Self could defeat us any: moment. You remem- 
her how Luther said to his young friend Melanchthon, 
“Remember, old Adam is too much for young Melanch- 
thon.” “Old Adam” is just another name for the flesh. 
These human natures of ours are certainly strong; we 
all know that. When we are trying to resist in our own 
strength, we have not been able to do it. And certainly 
the Devil is too much for us. Then when you get all 
three put together, why, we would be waging hopeless 
warfare if that were the end of the story. 


GOOD WEAPONS 


But it’s not! The Christian is not only engaged in real 
warfare, but he’s also equipped with real weapons. 
During the last war, there was a phrase used very often 
—Too little, too late.” Especially in the first years of 
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the war that seemed to be the constant story. Because 
we were unprepared, we would get our supplies over 
there to find that it was too little, too late. That’s why 
the war dragged out. But that can never be said of our 
great Captain. He has provided complete equipment for 
His soldiers—an abundance of it! It’s never too late, 
either, for it’s always ready, just for the putting on.“Put 
on,” says the Apostle Paul in Ephesians, “the whole 
armor of God.” The whole armor of God! Now as the 
warfare is not carnal, but spiritual, so the weapons for 
it are not carnal, but they are “mighty through God to 
the pulling down of strongholds.” Here is another mis- 
take we Christians often make: we begin to use carnal 
weapons to fight spiritual battles. We put out so much 
energy and spend so much time arranging our carnal 
weapons and engaging in carnal campaigns that all the 
time we're being brought down in defeat and don’t 
know it! There’s a remarkable little couplet over in the 
13th chapter of Romans: “The night is far spent, the 
day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the armour of light.” And 
then in the 14th verse: “But put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” And actually they mean the same thing: “Put 
ye on the armour of light . . . put ye on the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” For Jesus Christ is everything that we need in 
this great warfare. 


Now in the great “Armor Chapter”—the 6th of 
Ephesians—we are told to have our loins girt with 
truth, to have on the breastplate of righteousness, to 
have our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel 
of peace, to take the shield of faith, the helmet of 
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit. And we find the 
Lord Jesus the answer to every one of these parts of 
our equipment. 


Just think again of the whole armor—something for 
every part! There was one point of his body in which 
Achilles was not invulnerable, and that was the heel by 
which his mother had held him when she dipped him 
into the Styx. In the battle of Troy, Achilles was hit on 
the heel that wasn’t dipped—so he died. There’s no 
defect like that in the armor of God! When the Chris- 
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tian soldier does what he’s told and puts on the com- 
plete armor, arming himself with Jesus Christ from 
top to toe. he is invulnerable in every part. There’s 
no defect in Jesus Christ. We’re safe in the midst of 
war, if He is our covering. Remember, we go forth in 
His name, covered by His grace, to wield that sword 
which He has given us, the sword of the Spirit, which 
is the Word of God that tells about Him! 


UNDEFEATED COMMANDER 


The Christian is led in this spiritual warfare by an 
invincible Commander—Jesus Christ. Here is One who 
has never lost even a skirmish. 


There are some causes which depend entirely upon 
the leader. I’m thinking of a famous battle fought in 
Scotland—the Battle of Killiecrankie. As you will re- 
member, James VI of Scotland, a Stuart, went down 
to become King of England when Queen Elizabeth died. 
Now the Stuarts didn’t do so well down in England. 
After a while, folks got tired of them, till finally they 
were deposed, and William and Mary were brought 
over from the Continent and put on the throne. A lot of 
Scots didn’t like that, and so Scotland was divided— 
some for the Stuarts and some for the new king and 
queen. Now a certain man named Graham of Claver- 
house raised the standard in Scotland for the Stuarts, 
while another Scot, Mackay, was sent to take charge of 
the government army and crush Graham of Claver- 
house. Following Graham were men from many of the 
Highland clans, and they were wild fellows. But the 
Highlanders were of this disposition: they always 
fought around a leader. If they lost their leader, they 
were simply. helpless. The two forces met at the pass 
of Killiecrankie, with Graham holding his -position a 
little higher than that of the government forces. And 
here were his Highlanders with their pistols and, what 
they liked even better, their dirks and axes. Waiting 
just long enough for the sun to tip the brow of the hill, 
these Highlanders came charging down the hill, faster 
and faster and faster. It looked as if they were going to 
sweep the field. Graham waited at the top of the hill 
until he thought it was time for the cavalry to go down 
and finish the job. Then he raised his left arm with his 
sword upraised to call his cavalry after him. As he did 
so, a bit of the armor came up slightly and a bullet 
caught him right there in the unprotected spot! He fell 
dead. His army—right on the very point of victory— 
scattered and fled, and the whole cause was lost. 


Now, our cause also depends on our leader. And if 
Jesus Christ ever lost a battle, the whole cause would 
be lost. But Jesus Christ came down from Heaven’s 
glory and faced all our foes. He faced the world, the 


flesh, and the Devil; He faced the principalities and - 
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the powers and the rulers of this world’s darkness and 
the hosts of wicked spirits in the heavenlies; He faced 
all the power of sin and hell and death. And He tri- 
umphed over them all! He has won the complete vic- 
tory, so that those who come under His banner are more 
than conquerors. They cannot lose, because He has 
already won the victory for His people. Our invincible 
Commander even fought death, went right down into 
the grave, rose victorious, and is now seated at the 


right hand of God in majesty on high. 


So that changes the picture, doesn’t it? First we were 
trembling because of our enemies. But now that we 
stand beside our great Commander who cannot lose, we 
take courage. To those who fight with Him and over- 
come through His grace, there is the encouragement of 
rich rewards. You find some of them in the second and 
third chapters of Revelation. “To him that overcometh 
will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst 
of the paradise of God. .. . Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life... . To him that 
overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and 
will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name 
written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiv- 
eth it... . He that overcometh, and keepeth my works 
unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations: 
and he shall rule over them with a rod of iron. ... Him 
that “eee will I make a pillar in the temple of my 
God . and I will write upon him my new name... . 
To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in 
my throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down 
with my Father in his throne.” 


What rewards! Read them again, meditate upon 
them. Can the rewards of all our striving in this world 
compare with what He has prepared for them that con- 
quer in His name? We try so hard to amass this world’s 
good. Then what reward do we have? We leave them 
behind us for others to squabble over. We work hard to 
obtain a high position in this world, and what reward 
do we have for it? Somebody comes along and accuses 
us of something, and we topple, while someone else 
takes our place. We strive hard to have a good time in 
this world. And what is our reward? After a while, the 
pleasures pall on us and we don’t know where to turn 


for a pleasure that is lasting. 


But if we serve Jesus Christ, if we fight under His 
banner, we go on to the eternal reward of the victor! 
How it pays—if you want to put it on the selfish basis 
alone—how it pays to be a good soldier of Jesus Christ! 

. END 
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Reperenussions 


MISSIONARY TRAINING FOR MED STUDENTS 

It was with a great deal of interest that we of the 
Toronto Bible College read the article in His [Novem- 
ber] by Edward Fish, regarding the special missionary 
course provided by us for [University of] Toronto Meds. 
We have been happy to render this additional service, 
and already it seems to be the answer to the problem 
of getting medical men to the field quickly. 

There was however an omission in the article that we 
feel should be corrected. The entire article does not 
mention Toronto Bible College by name, and we feel 
that for the information of your IvcF readers, this 
should be done. Already some prospective medical stu- 
dents have said that they would plan on attending U. 
of T. rather than a nearby university, in order to avail 
themselves of this double-barreled course. Others might 
also do that, if they know that the Toronto Bible Col- 
lege will provide them with a spiritual, inspiring, and 
scholarly missionary course. 
Toronto Bible College 


Toronto, Ontario 


Doucias C. Percy, 
Missionary Department 

Our sincere apologies to the Toronto Bible College, 
and our thanks to Mr. Percy for calling this to our at- 
tention. T.B.C. is to be commended indeed for its alert 
co-operation with the University Meds in their mission- 
ary preparation.—Eb. 


RACE PREJUDICE 

Your recent article, “What About Race Prejudice?” 
[November His] helps to develop one aspect of Christ’s 
teachings that has not been adequately emphasized be- 
fore. For the article I say thanks! 
Columbus, Ohio 


THE PROBLEM OF RELIGIOUS AUTHORITY 

The article in the February issue written by Edward 
J. Carnell entitled “The Problem of Religious Author- 
ity” is a much needed one. However . . . in my opin- 
ion it certainly does set forth the epistemology upon 
which liberalists base their belief. Mr. Carnell states 
that feeling is the way to know God, according to the 
modernist . . . It seems to me that their hope of salva- 
tion (at least as they think of salvation) and the means 
by which we may know God is in the advancement of 
the human intellect. This, it appears to me, is quite 
the opposite of feeling . . . The pre-eminent place of 
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- MONTH we discussed some reasons people don’t 
attend prayer meetings. But if we are going to be real- 
istic, we may have to admit that the main reason it’s 
so hard to interest people in attending is very simple— 
too many of our prayer meetings are not worth going 
to! Too often we leave feeling either bored or baflled. 

So let’s ask another question: What can we do to 
improve our prayer meetings? The real question, of 
course, is, How can we best insure that the Holy Spirit 
will have liberty to pray through us as He wants? But 
lest that should sound too abstract, here are a few sug- 
gestions on how to pray. 

To begin with, there are some points of actual prayer 
meeting technique which, if attended to, have generally 
been found helpful. They are suggestions, of course, not 
rules. Let’s assume that you have from seven to twelve 
people meeting for prayer, most of the time to be spent 
in intercession, i.e., asking God for things. 

You will probably have one person designated to lead 
the meeting, and he should prepare beforehand because 
his job is difficult. He is to focus the group’s attention 
on the Lord, then have them think about the business in 
hand, and then get them to prayer, all as quickly as 
possible. If you have a prayer meeting scheduled, don’t 
let the preliminaries take up half the time—you prob- 
ably haven't long anyway. Too, the leader should not 
feel that, since he has said “Let’s pray,” he has bowed 
out and has no more responsibility; he may find it 
necessary to drop a word in between prayers to keep 
the meeting from losing direction, and he should be 
prepared to do this rather than let it drift. 

In student prayer meetings there is one golden rule— 
keep prayers short. Some of the best D.P.M.’s I ever 
attended were in a camp in Germany where often thirty 
people prayed in ten or twelve minutes. You will find 
that a good way to keep a check on this is to have each 
person pray about only one topic in each prayer; if he 
has something else on his heart he can always pray a 
second time. The absolutely guaranteed way of killing 
a prayer meeting is to have foufr prayer topics an- 
nounced and then have one person lead off in a long 
prayer that covers all four! 

Young and perhaps timid Christians can usually 
manage only one—or two—sentence prayers, so if the 
rest of you always pray for five minutes or so, you 
won't exactly be encouraging the tongue-tied beginners. 
Next time you pray for campus witness, Jamaica, Bible 
studies, and Inter-Varsity in Baltimore all in one prayer, 
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second of a series on the prayer meeting 


HOW to pray 


BY JOHN PATERSON 


just ask yourself how many of these things you really 
feel burdened about anyway! 

Most people sooner or later ask the question, If I 
go to a prayer meeting, am I necessarily supposed to 
pray? 

Clearly not, because it is the Holy Spirit who must 
give prayer. But may I suggest that you shou™@™@o pre- 
pared to pray and that if, day after day, you feel no 
prayer concern for anything, you should take it as a 
pretty safe pointer that something is wrong and ask 
God to show you what it is. To have us prayerless in 
a prayer meeting is much too close to Satan’s ambition 
for us to be happy about it! Ask God to give you 
prayer. 

That brings us out of the realm of practical hints and 
on to an important truth—that it is our attitude toward 
prayer that largely governs how we pray. Christians 
fail at prayer meetings because they don’t see that it 
matters whether they go or what they do when they get 
there. 

Here are two familiar correctives that may help. Will 
you think of prayer as work and as warfare? 

St. Paul said, “I exhort therefore, that, first of all, 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of 
thanks, be made for all men” (I Timothy 2:1). What 
a chore! There is no need to be surprised if taking 
part in a prayer meeting is an effort. But—are you 
leaving thé heavy end of God’s business to someone 
else? 

Then, prayer is warfare. Very simply and briefly, 
the war is between the Kingdom of God and the king- 
dom of Satan. Satan has usurped the position that be- 
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longs to Christ, and God is working to put His Son 
back on the throne (Ephesians 1:10; I Corinthians 15: 


- 94-25: Colossians 1:18). Now although He could do 


this right away, He has chosen, for reasons known to 
Himself, to depute His part in the war largely to His 
people. You will see this if you read Ephesians 3:10 
and then Ephesians 6:12. 

Promising to be with us always, He has left the con- 
duct of the war to us. But in order to fight a spiritual 
war, we must have spiritual weapons (II Corinthians 
4:18b; 10:4). And this is where prayer comes in— 
as an all-important weapon. 

Can you see, then, how much it matters that we pray? 
Every prayer in faith is another attack on the kingdom 
of Satan and a direct contribution to the eternal pur- 
pose of God in getting His Son back into His proper 
place. Six of you, taking twenty minutes from a busy 
day, can do all that! So let’s get on the job, not for 
our own benefit, but because we’re involved in some- 
thing much bigger—the greatest desire of God Himself 
in His creation. END 


REPERCUSSIONS 
(Continued from page 35) 


man’s intellect in liberal philosophy accounts for the 
lack of repentance—faith, and also accounts for the 
importance of science in moulding religious thought... . 
St. Cloud, Minn, MELvin SWANSON 

I question some of the statements made by Mr. Car- 
nell in his article “The Problem of Religious Authority” 
. .. He states that coherence is the only possible stand- 
ard for belief for the college student. Is he suggesting 
that if such coherence cannot be resolved that we dump 
everything overboard? I also think that Catholicism, 
Neo-orthodoxy, and Modernism are not entirely with- 
out coherence. I think there is a great deal of question 
begging in the article . . 

Mr. Carnell represents a disturbing group of arid 
rationalists who would sterilize all the personal out of 
our faith. There is a rational smugness in his approach 
which has no place in the encounter which personal 
man has with a personal God. 

St. Paul, Minn. Joun P. Woops 

Reader Woods must have overlooked the following 
in Author Carnell’s plea for Evangelicalism as the valid 
authority: “The Biblical witness satisfies both centers of 
vitality—head and heart .. . The Bible never requires 
us to accept with our minds what our hearts cannot re- 
joice in . . . Sanctified, whole experience safeguards 
whatever is true in Modernism and Neo-orthodoxy, 
keeping a wholesome tension in the heart”—statements 
which, to our way of thinking, make a poor defense 
for “arid rationalism.”—ep. 





EDITORIAL 

(Continued on inside back cover, column 2) 
decline of moral conscience as well as the ethical bank- 
ruptcy of much present-day fundamentalism. 

There can be no debate but that the Word of God 
teaches that where a Christian has sinned against an- 
other person, restitution is required. Matthew 5:23-24 
suggests that worship, to be acceptable, must be pre- 
ceded by reconciliation which involves restitution wher- 
ever one has sinned against another. The story of 
Zacchaeus in Luke 19 clearly illustrates that restitution 
is an integral part of repentance, forgiveness, and 
salvation (vv. 8-10). The Apostle Paul in his letter to 
Philemon himself undertakes to make restitution on 
behalf of Onesimus, the runaway slave (vv. 17-19). 
who, because of his circumstances, would himself be 
unable to make: restitution. 

However, it must always be remembered that the 
basis of the forgiveness of sin is the finished work of 
Christ and His atoning blood. We cannot be saved by 
acts of restitution, or forgiven on that basis. Man is 
saved by grace, not by good works of restitution, lest 
any should make boast of his righteous acts. Neverthe- 
less, where there is true repentance, the forsaking of 
sin, there will be restitution where there has been sin 
against one’s fellows. The evidence of repentance is the 
determination to put things right. Where there is con- 
fession of sin—particularly in public—and where res- 
titution is lacking, can there be anything but unreality, 
if not, indeed, cant and hypocrisy? Is this not what 
James had in mind when, by inspiration, he inveighed 
against faith without works, profession or confession 
without reality ? 

The evidence (not the basis) of true repentance and 
confession of sin is that things wrong are put right, not 
just glibly acknowledged and then forgotten. 

Some years ago a Christian institution had a “re- 
vival.” Hundreds of Christian students publicly con- 
fessed dishonesty, cheating in examinations, and other 
sins. These confessions were trumpeted abroad as indica- 
tive of the Holy Spirit’s reviving work. However, the 
following ethical omission in this “revival” was later 
reported by witnesses. The confessions to cheating were 
general and not particular as to subject, the examina- 
tion, the professor concerned. When two professors 
subsequently demanded that—if there was sincerity— 
the guilty students come to them personally for re- 
examination, the administration quashed their demands, 
and the matter was dropped. The tragedy of this “re- 
vival” occurrence lies not only in the fact that resti- 
tution was judged unnecessary, but also in that the 
Christian leadership was apparently unaroused by the 
moral bankruptcy of this situation. —csw 





the editorial 


MM —conlession and restitution 


iia, 4 CHRISTIAN sins, his fellowship with God is 
broken. There can be no joy or blessing where conscious 
sin is not followed by confession and restitution, so that 
fellowship with the Saviour is restored. If real, accept- 
ance of Christ as Saviour is a once-for-all committal of 
the whole person to the Lord Jesus. The remedy for 
broken fellowship—the result of sin on the part of a 
Christian—is sincere repentance and acknowledgment 
or confession of the particular sin (I John 1:9), fol- 
lowed by restitution. 

To whom, then, is this confession of sin to be made? 
Always to God, sometimes to one’s fellow-man. It has 
been correctly stated that private, personal sin should 
be confessed to God alone. Sin against another should 
be confessed to God and to that person. And where 
there has been the scandal of sin known publicly, 
then public confession before the scandalized world is 
necessary as well as confession to God. 

In the history of the Christian Church, God the Holy 
Spirit in times of spiritual barrenness has, in a sovereign 
way, sometimes visited a community or nation with 
revival. Frequently such a visitation is not a mere matter 
of hours or days, but of months, even of years. A revival 
is not staged or is it the result of human planning. On 
such occasions there is usually public confession of sin 
against one’s fellows as well as against God alone. 
Sometimes there has even been the-confession of private 
sin. Should the unbelieving world be invited or permit- 
ted to violate so sacred a moving of the Holy Spirit by 
photography and ignorant publicity? One must also be 
prayerfully alert to the Devil’s counterfeit or to any 
spurious human substitute of the Holy Spirit’s work. 
Such counterfeits may be detected by the neglect of 
restitution, the lack of any permanent break with sinful 
habits or acts that have been acknowledged, and the 


presence of human engineering and exploitation. 

True revival of the Holy Spirit is not something man 
“puts on.” No man can, after all, “hold a revival.” 
True revival is a gift of God. In a time of spiritual 
dearth, a Christian’s responsibility is both to pray 
earnestly for a visitation of God in power and blessing 
and to search his own heart for any sin. However, the 
Christian is not to live for the spectacular and the 
extraordinary. The life of the Spirit is to abide in 
Christ by faith in quiet confidence. 

As a rule, public confession of private sin is both 
unwise and dangerous. Public reference to certain sins 
of the flesh is unwholesome and, according to Scripture, 
should not be mentioned. The probability of unreality 
in “mass-movement” confession of sin is ever present. 
One can easily vie with another in terms of confessing 
the spectacular. One can be a “hero” and occupy the 
stage even in the public confession of sin. Just as it 
is much easier to give a public testimony regarding 
salvation before a gathering of Christians than to speak 
personally to a non-Christian classmate about Christ, 
so it is infinitely easicr to stand up publicly and in 
general terms confess to some sin, when hundreds of 
others are doing likewise, than it is to go personally 
to a teacher and acknowledge cheating in an exami- 
nation or to go to another, personally and particularly 
confessing sin against him or her. 


However, the soul-destroying feature of the public 
confession of sin is that frequently there is a total 
absence of restitution. Public confession of sin is itself 
treated as a spiritual cathartic. It satisfies the flesh in 
that it is spectacular, almost painless, and also fashion- 
able. This lack of emphasis upon restitution reflects the 
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